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HI GHLI GHTS

Denogr aphi ¢ Cont ext

0

Fanmi |y and

(0]

In 1988, the Latino population in the Mdwest totaled
slightly less than 1.2 nillion persons, or approximtely
three percent of the region's total popul ation

Ei ghty-two percent of all Latinos residing in the M dwest
live in 19 netropolitan areas. Approximately one-half live
in the Chicago SMSA.

In the period from 1970 to 1988, the Latino population in
the Mdwest increased by 40 percent. The greatest gain
occurred in Illinois (107 percent).

While nost Latino comrunities in the Mdwest grew in the
1980’ s, the Latino population declined in develand
Detroit, Ft. Wayne, and Tol edo.

The Latino population in the region is very heterogeneous.
Approxi mately 63 percent are Mexican, 19 percent are Puerto
Ri can, 3 percent are Cuban and the remaining 15 percent are
fromCentral or South Anerica.

Approximately one-half of all Latinos residing in the
region were born in their state of residence. One sixth
were foreign born.

Nearly one-half of all Latinos in the Mdwest were under 20
years of age in 1980. Three percent were elderly. The
medi an age was 21.9 years.

Househol d Characteristics

Anong Latino adults who were ever married, 75 percent were
still married, 20 percent were divorced, and three percent
were w dowed.

The typical Latino household has 4.0 persons.

The nunber of Latino households headed by fenales rose
sharply during the 1970's. By 1980, one out of six Latino
househol ds were headed by wonen. Anmong Latinos, Puerto
Ricans have the highest ©proportion of female headed
househol ds.

Fertility rates for Latina wonen are higher than those for
Angl o and Bl ack wonen between the ages of 25 to 44.

Econom ¢ Cont ext

(0]

The region |lost 828,000 or 16.4 percent of all jobs in the
manuf acturing sector in the period between 1970 and 1988.

Despite the economc instability of the 1970's, Latinos
increased their partici pation in the |abor force.
Approximately 68 percent of all Latinos were in the |abor
force in 1987.



Latino mal e |l abor force participation declined in Illinois,
M chi gan, and OChi o. Nonet hel ess, nore than 80 percent of
Latino males were in the | abor force.

Latinas had substantially |ower |abor force participation -
approxi mately one-half of all Latinas over the age of 16
were in the workforce in 1980. Al t hough substantially
lower than Latino nmale labor force participation, the
participation of Latinas in the labor force rose sharply
during the 1970's.

Anmong Spani sh heritage groups, Cuban nales and fermal es had
the highest I|abor force participation. Puerto Rican
femal es had the | owest levels of participation in the |abor
force.

Despite continued high levels of |labor force attachnent,
unenpl oynent rates for all groups increased between 1970
and 1987. Lati no unenpl oynent rates average 11.6 percent,
nearly double the Anglo unenploynent rate. The hi ghest
rate of Latino unenploynent occurred in Mchigan where
almost one out of every five Latino workers were
unenpl oyed.

Cubans experienced the Ilowest Ilevels of unenploynent.
Mexi can and Puerto Ri cans experienced doubl e-digi t
unenpl oynent rates just slightly | ower than those
experi enced by Bl acks.

Lati no wor ker s conti nued to be di sproportionatl ey
concentrated in blue-collar enploynment. Approximtely one-
half of all Latino workers were enployed as craftsnen,
operatives, transportation workers or |aborers.

During the 1970's, the income gap between Latino and Anglo
fam lies w dened. Latino nmedian famly inconme at the end
of the decade was $17,639 or 82 percent of Anglo nedian
fam |y income.

Cubans had the highest nedian famly income (%$25,430) -
even higher than that for Anglos. Puerto Ricans had the
| onest nedian fanmly incone ($15,878).

Fenal e headed families in the region had incones |ess than

one-half of Anglo nedian fanmily incone. Among famlies
headed by females, Latinas had the |owest nedian incone
($7,115). The nedian incone for famlies headed by Latinas

was 61 percent of the median incone for fanmilies headed by
Angl o fenal es.

In 1980, nearly one quarter of all Latino famlies had
i ncones bel ow $10, 000. Alnmbst two quarters had incomes
bet ween $10, 000 and $25, 000.

Cuban households were the nost affluent - 50 percent had
i ncones above $25, 000. Puerto Rican households were the
nost econom cally disadvantaged - one-third had incones
bel ow $10, 000.



0 Latino families generally experienced the sharpest increase
in the proportion of families receiving public assistance.
However, Black famlies <continue to have the highest
percentage of fanmilies with public assistance incones (24
percent) followed by Latinos (13 percent).

0 Nearly 20 percent of all Latinos were inpoverished in 1980.
Puerto Ricans had the highest poverty rates (27 percent).
Cubans had the | owest (10 percent).

o] Househol ds headed by Latinas had the highest incidence of
poverty. Nearly one-half of all households headed by
Lati nas were poor

o] Puerto Rican households headed by wonmen were the nost
i npoverished of all racial or ethnic groups (> 60 percent).
Roughly 45 percent of Mexican househol ds headed by fenales
wer e poor.

Educati onal St at us

0 Despite gains nade during the 1970's, the nedian |evel of
schooling for Latino adults in 1980 was 11.6 years. The
average |level of education was |owest anong Mexicans and
Puerto Ricans (10 years).

o] Less than one-half of all Latino adults have conpleted high
school. Mexicans and Puerto Ricans experienced the highest
| evel of high school attrition (61 percent).

0 Approxi mately 40 percent of Latinos between the ages of 18
and 24 did not conplete high school - twice the dropout
rate for Angl os.

o] Less than 10 percent of Latino adults had attended coll ege,
conpared to 15 percent for Anglos and 8 percent for Bl acks.

0 Nearly 817,000 persons or two percent of the region's
popul ati on over age 5 speaks Spanish in the hone.

Resi denti al St atus

0 Latinos had the lowest rate of hone ownership in the
region.
0 Latinos pay proportionately nore of their inconmes on rent

than do Angl os. Median contract rent was $227 in 1980.

0 The incidence of Latino overcrowding on the average is
three tinmes higher than that experienced by Anglos. Latino
overcrowding is nost severe in Chicago where nearly one-
third of all Latinos live in crowded housing conditions.

Lati nos experience noderate to high levels of residential

segregation from both Anglos and Bl acks. The hi ghest
| evel s of Latino-Anglo segregation occurred in Chicago and
Lor ai n. The highest Ilevel of Latino-Black segregation

occurred in Chicago and C evel and.



| NTRODUCTI ON

The purpose of this docunment is to provide a portrait of the
changing profile of the Latino population in the Mdwest to interested
persons and policy nmakers. In light of the mssion of the Julian
Sanora Research Institute to generate and transmit research findings
to academ cians, service providers and public officials, this report
provides detailed information about a popul ation which heretofore has
been generally ignored. Although we have entered into the |ast decade
of the century, there have been no previous reports issued
specifically focusing on Latinos in the Mdwest which utilize
avai |l abl e Bureau of Labor statistics or Census data. Thi s docunent
provides a historical context upon which we can continue to build our
knowl edge base regarding the socioeconomc conditions of Latinos in
t he region.

This docunment is intended to serve as a reference resource as
well as to provide a nechanism for the exchange of information and the
devel opnent of public policy. |In addition, this report can be adopted
for use in classroom discussions of regional social issues and their
varying inpacts upon Latinos as well as Anglos and Blacks. The data
contained herein provides a conprehensive picture of the Latino
experience in a conparative perspective.

The profile is comprised of over 60 figures which are acconpanied
by a brief descriptive text. These figures are organized into five
sections and within each section, the data which have been selected
for inclusion in the docunent reflect current thenmes in the policy
arena. In addition, they represent information which is vital to the
understanding of the Latino experience in the Mdwest. The extent to
which these data are available in this docunment for various
geographical wunits (i.e. region, state, SMSA) and subpopul ations is a
function of their availability as well as their inportance to the
profile. While we do not pretend to provide an exhaustive portrait of
the characteristics of Latinos in the region, we have conpiled a
detail ed conposite fromwhich we can drive tentative policy goals.

Maj or Thenes in the Profile

The nmajor policy issues addressed in this docunment include: 1)
the changing denographic structure and growh of the Latino
popul ation; 2) the changing nature of Latino families; 3) the inpact
of economic restructuring on Latino participation in the |abor force
and growi ng econonmic inequality; 4) the educational status of Latinos

in light of post-industrial econom ¢ developnent; and 5) the
rel ati onship between residential status and Latino soci oeconom c well -
bei ng. By focusing on Latinos in the Mdwest, we trace the shifting

fate of a population who noved into the region primarily for econonic
reasons and until 1970 was relatively affluent when conpared to Latino
populations in other regions of the country. Mor eover, the
het erogeneity of the Latino population in the region enables us to
exam ne nore closely the varying inpact of these changes on specific
Lati no subgroups. It is only after we exam ne these nuances nore
carefully and within a particular regional context that policies my
be devel oped which foster Latino social and econom c wel | -being.



Dat a Sour ces

The primary sources of data for this report were from the Bureau
of the Census and the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Regional statistics
were derived primarily from the Detailed Population Characteristics
and Detail ed Housing Characteristics, United States Sunmmary for 1970
and 1980. State-level statistics were obtained from the published
General Social and Econonmic Characteristics for 1970 and 1980 for each
state in the region. In addition, the Public Use Mcrodata Sanple A
tape files were utilized to derive both state level and netropolitan
area indicators for 1980. Additional published Census sources include
Census tracts for Metropolitan areas, Popul ation Estinates by Race and
H spanic Origin for States, Mtropolitan Areas, and Sel ected Counti es:
1980 to 1985 and The Hispanic Population in the United States: March
1988. Economc indicators were also obtained fromthe Bureau of Labor
Statistics publication, Enploynment and Earnings for various years.
Segregation scores were calculated based on tract level data from the
Census Summary Tape Files 1A Unl ess otherwi se noted on the figures,
data were conpiled by the author directly from the Public Use
M crodata files.

Al t hough data on Latinos are nore extensive now than in the past,
several caveats in their use nust be recognized. First, the Census
has inconsistently defined and collected information on Latinos. The
1980 Census represents the first time where a single definition of

Latino was used nationwide for the entire population. In 1980,
Spani sh heritage was det er mi ned based on respondent sel f -
identification to the question "Is this person of Spanish/H spanic
origin or descent?" In previous Censuses, the definition varied

regionally. For exanple, in 1970 Latinos in the Southwest were asked
if they were persons of Spanish |anguage or Spanish surnane while
persons in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania were asked if they

were of Puerto Rican birth of parentage. |In the Mdwest, Latinos were
identified on the basis of Spanish |anguage. This inconsistency in
definition nmakes conparisons problematic. Neverthel ess, for the

M dwest, the 1970 definition of Latino covers the mgjority of the
popul ati on and closely approxinmates the |arger population identified
with the 1980 Spanish Origin indicator. \While discrepancies may occur
as a result of these inconsistencies we felt that it was inportant to
i nclude sonme conparative information from 1970 in order to crudely
neasure the changing trends and patterns.

Second, it is still somewhat problematic to examnmine differences
for Latino subgroups. Most published reports have only sketchy
i nfformati on about Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans and other Latino
subpopul ati ons. Moreover, the sanple size for a particular subgroup
may be so small as to render any statistics to be extrenely unreliable
or totally worthless. In addition, published information for Anglos
and Bl acks are often confounded by the inclusion of Latinos in either
of the racial categories. As nuch as possible, the data presented in
the profile reflect nutually exclusive subpopul ati ons.

A third problem reflects one of geographical |evel of analysis.
Cenerally available local area data are less detailed than those
existing at the state |evel. Oten tinmes regional statistics are
difficult to generate as well. As a result, we are not always able to
provide detailed information about a particular characteristic for the
vari ous geographi cal areas under study.



Finally, we are still Ilimted in the range of infornmation
avai l able on Latinos. W have extrenely limted information on issues
such as health status and other concerns for the region. Part of this
sinply reflects the fact that information on Latinos is not even
collected. Therefore, our picture of this population is inconplete.



Section |

The Denographic Context of Latino Mgration and
Settlement in the M dwest

Latinos have nigrated to and settled in the Mdwest since the
early 1900's. However, it has only been in the postwar period that
the massive influx of Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and other groups from
Central and South Anerica has resulted in a growing Latino presence in
the region. Over the course of the century, Latinos were actively
recruited from the Southwest, Mexico and Puerto Rico to provide both
agricultural and industrial labor. The present geographic |ocation of
the population in part reflects these activities.

By 1988, approxinmately 1.2 mllion Latinos resided in the states

of Illinois, Indiana, Mchigan, GChio and Wsconsin, representing
nearly three percent of the total population. Moreover, this
popul ation continues to grow at a tinme when the Anglo and Bl ack
population in the Mdwest is decreasing. In this section, the

characteristics of the Latino popul ation are exani ned nore fully.

Location of Latino Communities in the M dwest

For the purpose of this analysis, the Mdwest region includes the
five Geat Lakes states. Wthin their boundaries, there are 19
nmetropolitan areas with Latino popul ati ons exceeding 5,000 as of 1980
(Map 1). Approximately eight out of every ten Latinos in the region
reside in these netropolitan areas. One-half of all Latinos in the
region live in the Chicago SMSA The largest Latino conmunities
outsi de of Chicago are Detroit, Gary, MIwaukee, and C evel and.

Di stribution of Latinos in the M dwest

As we can see from Map 2, the Latino population in the region is
highly clustered, especially in Illinois, Indiana, and Wsconsin. The
hi ghest proportions of Latinos are found in the counties which
conprise Chicago, Gary, Racine, MI|waukee, Toledo, Lorain, Saginaw,
and Muskegon. However, in none of the counties did Latinos constitute
nore than 10 percent of the total population in 1980.

Latinos residing in Mchigan and GChio were nore dispersed.
Mgrants in these states participated in both agricultural and
i ndustrial recruitnment activities to a greater extent then in the rest
of the region where industrial recruitnment activities predoni nated.

As a result, a nunber of comunities have devel oped away from the
| arge netropolitan areas in these states.

Gowh of the Latino Population in the Mdwest 1970-1988

As shown in Figure 1, the Latino population increased from
850,000 to nearly 1.2 mllion -approximtely 40 percent in the period
from 1970 to 1988. Wiile growmh occurred in all five states, the

greatest gain was reported for Illinois. The Latino population in
I[1linois grew by 107 percent between 1970 and 1985. The sl owest
gromh occurred in Chio (13 percent). The Latino populations in

I ndiana, Mchigan, and Wsconsin grew by 24, 28, and 61 percent,
respectively (see Figure 2).



Gowh of the Latino Metropolitan Popul ati on 1970-85

Gowh of Latino communities wthin the M dwest varied
considerably (see Figure 3). Indeed, there is sone evidence that
suggests that several Latino conmunities have probably |ost popul ation
since 1980 (i.e. Ceveland, Detroit, Ft. Wyne, and Tol edo). Agai n,
the fastest growing netropolitan areas in the region were M| waukee
and Chicago where the Latino population increased by 105 and 94
percent, respectively, between 1970 and 1985.

Proportion of Latinos in Total Popul ation

Between 1970 and 1985, the proportion of Latinos in the total
popul ation of the Mdwest grew from 1.7 to 2.8 percent. (Figure 4)
Illinois has the highest proportion: approximtely seven percent of
the states' population was Latino, nearly double the proportion from
1970. Chio had the |owest proportion of Latino residents: only one
percent of the states' population. Although the proportion of Latino
residents grew in all five states, growh was slow in every state but
I1'linois.

Spani sh Heritage

As shown in Figure 5, nost Latinos residing in the Mdwest are of
Mexi can descent (62.5 percent). Approximtely 19 percent were Puerto
Rican. Three percent of Latinos in the region were of Cuban origin.
The remaining 16 percent of the Latino popul ation canme from Central or
South America. This popul ation was conprised primarily of individuals
from Argentina, Chile, Colonbia, Ecuador, El Salvador and Peru. The
Latino population in Chio was the nobst heterogeneous wth fewer
Mexi cans (43 percent), nmore Puerto Ricans (28 percent), and nore
persons from Central and South America (26 percent).

Bi rt hpl ace

Approxi mately one-half of all Latinos in the region were born in
the state of residence in 1980 as conpared to approxinmately three-
quarters of all Angl os. Moreover, while less than one out of twenty
Angl os were foreign born, one out of six Latinos were of foreign birth
or parentage. However, in Illinois (see Figure 6a) nearly four our of
every ten Latinos were foreign born. Ei ght percent of Latinos were
born abroad, reflecting persons born in Puerto R co. However this
varied from 3.4 percent in Mchigan to 13.2 percent in Chio (Figures
6b to 6e).

Age Distribution

When conpared to the Anglo population in the region, the Latino

popul ation has a greater proportion of young people. Massi ve
nmgration and higher fertility rates within the Latino popul ati on have
produced this youthful population. Al most 50 percent of Latinos in

the region are under 20 years of age conpared to 32 percent of Anglos.
In contrast, the proportion of elderly Latinos is quite small
(approximately three percent). The elderly Anglo popul ati on exceeds
10 percent in all states - approxinmately three times higher than the
proportion of older Latinos (Figures 7a to 7e).



Medi an Age

The median age for Latinos is much |lower (22 years) than that of
the Anglos population (30 years) and Black population (25 years).
Among Spani sh heritage groups, Mexicans and Puerto Ricans are the
youngest groups while Cubans are ol der. The nedi an age of Cubans is
approxi mately 27 years - the second highest after Anglos (Figures 8
and 9).



Section ||

FAM LY AND HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERI STI CS

The rel ative yout hful ness of the Latino population in the M dwest
is reflected in the characteristics of the Latino famly. In general
Latino famlies are younger and larger than Anglo or Black famli es.
Al so, there are sone notable variations in the configuration of these
households in terns of adult headship, wth nore Latino fanilies

headed by fenales than occurs in Anglo famlies. Mor eover, Latina
fertility rates are quite high throughout the childbearing years
indicating continued high levels of population growh. In this

section, +the <characteristics of Latino fanmlies are nore fully
expl or ed.

Marital Status

Among persons who have been married, there were generally simlar
proportions of both Latinos and non-Lati nos who were married, w dowed
or divorced. Wth the exception of Illinois where a substantially
hi gher proportion of Latinos were married as conpared to their non-
Latino counterparts, we find that approximately three quarters of
person between the ages of 15 and 54 were still mar ri ed.
Approximately one out of every five Latinos and non-Latinos were
di vorced. Less than three percent had been w dowed (see Figure 10).

There were sonme notabl e gender differences in marital status (see

Figure 11). Latino males had the |owest proportions of individuals
who were wi dowed or divorced (7 percent). Anglo nmales had the highest
percentage of married individuals (64 percent). Bl ack mal es had the
hi ghest proportion of singles (41 percent). On the other hand,
Latinas had the |owest proportion of separated, w dowed or divorced
i ndividuals (18 percent). Approximately 58 percent of Anglo and
Latina wonen were married - 16 points higher than for Bl acks. Bl ack

famlies had the highest proportion of single individuals (35
percent).

Househol d Si ze

A household is defined as all people who reside in the sane
housing unit. Househol ds are generally conprised of different types
of families but also may reflect people who Iive alone or with another
non-rel ati ve. When conpared to Anglos, the typical Latino household

is larger (4.0 to 3.0 persons respectively). Lati no househol ds were
largest in Illinois with an average 5.0 persons. O interest, nedian
Latino and Black household size was the sane for all parts of the
M dwest except Illinois (see Figure 12).

There are sone interesting variations in household size anobng the
Spani sh heritage groups (Figure 13). Wth the exception of Mexican
households in Illinois, nedian household size for all of the groups
was 4.0 or | ess. Cuban househol ds in Indiana, Mchigan, and W sconsin
were even smaller (3.0).

Femal e Headshi p

During the 1970's, the nunmber of households headed by fenales
rose sharply. The rate of female headship is considerably higher



anong mnority popul ations. Across the region, Anglo househol ds had
the lowest rates of female headship (slightly less than 10 percent).
In contrast, approximately one out of six Latino households were
headed by a woman in 1980 (Figure 14a). One out of three Black
househol ds were fenmal e headed.

As shown in Figure 14b, the Puerto Ri can subpopul ati ons generally
have the highest proportion of fermal e headed househol ds (19 percent),
whil e Cubans had the |owest (11 percent). Moreover, the proportion of
femal e headed households is above 15 percent for all Spanish heritage
groups in Wsconsin.

Changes in Fennl e Headship by SMBA's, 1970-1980

Figure 15 presents information about the changes in Latino female
headship occurring within netropolitan areas during the 1970's. For
all SMSA's, the proportion of femal e headed househol ds increased. The
hi ghest proportions of female headed households were in the
netropolitan areas of C eveland, Lansing, Racine, and Sagi haw. In
these areas, approximately one out of every four Latino househol ds
wer e headed by wonen in 1980.

Fertility Patterns

Fertility rates of Latina wonen were higher than those
experienced by Anglo wonen during all of the childbearing years (15-
44). Moreover, except during the ages of 15 to 24, Latina wonen have
hi gher levels of fertility than Black wonen. The slightly | ower
levels of Latina fertility among wonen between the ages of 15 to 24
probably reflects fewer pregnancies anobng younger Latina teenagers
(Figures 16a to 16e).



Section |11
The | npact of Econom ¢ Restructuring in the M dwest

Once referred to as the Industrial Heartland, the M dwest has
experienced a dramatic shift in the nature of the regional econony.
The decline in manufacturing, which at one tinme provided a source of
relatively high wages, has left an indelible inprint on the regional
econony and its workforce. During the 1970's and 1980's, econonic
stagnation produced a "Rust Belt" - with the rusting snokestacks of
enpty factories serving as a glaring rem nder of the changes occurring
within the region.

Changes taking place within regional and |ocal econom es have

been linked to increased unenploynment, |abor force retrenchnment, and
i ncreased poverty. In this section, the effect of economc
restructuring on the Latino population in the Mdwest wll be
exam ned.

Changes in Nonagricultural Enpl oyment 1970-1988

Estimates from the Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate that
during the period between 1970 and 1988, the Mdwest gained
approximately four million jobs, an increase of 24.2 percent.
Neverthel ess, the region experienced a significant shift from a
manuf acturing base to non-manufacturing occupations. Pl ant cl osi ngs
and relocations to other regions have resulted in an absolute |oss of
828,000 or 16.4 percent of all manufacturing jobs since 1970. At the

sane tinme, service sector jobs have risen sharply. Since 1970, the
nunber of service jobs has grown from 2.1 mllion to 4.1 nillion,
nearly twice as many as from the begi nning of the period. | ndeed, by
1988 the number of service jobs alnpbst equaled the nunber of
manuf acturing jobs (Figure 17). Gowh in total enpl oynent ,
manuf acturing, and service enploynent was the highest in Wsconsin.
Overall growmh in jobs was lowest in Illinois.

Changes in Manufacturing Enpl oynent 1970-1988

As shown in Figure 18, the nmanufacturing sector was highly
unstabl e throughout the region. Wsconsin was the only state to
report absolute gains in the nunmber of manufacturing jobs between 1970
and 1988 (+9.9 percent). The greatest 1losses in nanufacturing
enpl oynment occurred in Illinois (-27.6 percent) and GChio (-21.6
percent). Manuf acturing declined sharply between 1970 and 1975 and
agai n between 1980 and 1985 in both states. Declines in nmanufacturing
al so occurred in Indiana and M chigan (approximately -11.0 percent in
both states), but the decrease was not as sharp.

Labor Force Participation

What inpact did these shifts in the nature of the regional
econony have on the workforce? As shown in Figure 19, while |abor
force participation anong Bl acks decreased slightly between 1970 and
1987 (from 62 to 61 percent), Anglos and Latinos increased their
participation in the workforce. Moreover, Latinos had the highest
| abor force participation rates throughout the period. By 1987,
slightly less than 70 percent of all Latinos over the age of 16 were
in the workforce, as conpared to 61 percent for Blacks and 66 percent
for Angl os.



Among Latinos, |abor force participation in 1980 was highest in
IIlinois (68.9 % and lowest in Chio (61.5%. In all states, Latinos
were nore likely to be in the workforce thanboth Anglos and Bl acks
(Figures 20a and 20b). Moreover, Latino participation in the |abor
force actually increased between 1970 and 1980 in all states in the
regi on. Angl o labor force participation also increased during this
peri od. However, with the exception of Indiana, Black participation
in the labor force actually declined in the remainder of the region.
The sharpest declines occurred in Mchigan (from59 to 57 percent).

When exanmi ning gender differences in labor force participation,
several patterns are discernable. Between 1970 and 1980, Angl os nal es
increased their participation in the workforce. Black nmale |abor
force participation was generally 10 points lower than for Anglos in
1980. Latino males started the decade with the highest [|abor force

participation rates. By 1980, Latino males still had high rates of
participation but declines were noted in Illinois, Mchigan, and Chio.
In addition, by 1980 Anglos male labor force participation rates
surpassed that of Latino mles in all the states except
W sconsin. (Figures 2la and 21b). Nevert hel ess, 83 percent of all

Latino nmales were in the labor force in 1980 as conpared to 84 percent
of Anglo nmales and 73 percent of Black nales.

The situation for fenmales is somewhat different (see Figures 22a
and 22b). One of the nost striking difference is the substantially
lower rates of fermale participation in the workforce. For all groups,
approxi mately one-half of the wonmen were in the |labor force in 1980.
Bl ack wonen had the highest |abor force participation rates in all of
the mdwestern states in 1970. By 1980, however, this was true only
for the states of GChio and W sconsin. This change was due to the
sharp increases in |abor force participation rates anong Latina and
Angl o wonen. Latina labor force participation rose from 42 to 51
percent during the 1970's. The participation of Anglo wonmen in the
wor kforce increased from 41 to 50 percent during the decade. o
interest, proportionately nore Black and Latina wonmen were in the
wor kf orce than Angl o wonen in 1980.

Participation in the |abor force varied considerably by Spanish
heritage group (Figures 23a and 23b). Throughout the region, Cubans
had the hi ghest participation rates for both nales and femal es (83 and

60 percent, respectively). Wth the exception of Illinois, the other
Latino males had the lowest |evel of labor force participation (74
percent). Among wonen, Puerto Rican females had the |owest |abor
force participation rates in the region (46 percent)in 1980. For

Mexi cans, approximately 80 percent of nales and 51 percent of fenales
over 16 were in the workforce.

If we examine l|abor force participation at the nmetropolitan
level, we find that 60 percent or nore of all Latinos were in the
| ocal labor force in 1980 (Figure 24). The proportion of Latinos in
the workforce increased in all 19 netropolitan areas during the
1970' s. The greatest gains occurred in Gand Rapids, Ft. Wayne, and
Rockford. The smallest gains occurred in Ci ncinnati.

Unenpl oynent

Despite continued high levels of labor force attachnent,
unenpl oynent rates for all groups were higher in 1987 than in 1970



(Figure 25). However, Anglo and Latino rates had actually declined
between 1980 and 1987, and were nuch |lower than Black rates, which
actually increased during this same period. Latino unenploynment was
nearly twice as high as that for Anglos, while that of Blacks was
three times higher than for Angl os. Bl ack unenpl oynent, also, was
twice as high as that for Latinos in 1987.

When examining variations in unenploynment by state we find that
Lati no unenploynment rates were higher than Anglo rates in every state
but | ower than Black rates(Figures 26a and 26b). By 1980, Latinos and
Bl acks experienced double digit unenployment with the highest rates
occurring in Mchigan. Approximately one out of every five Latino and
Black workers in Mchigan were out of a job in 1980. The | owest
unenpl oynent rates for all three groups were in Wsconsin: 6.2 percent
of Anglos, 13.9 percent of Blacks and 10.9 percent of Latinos were
unenpl oyed in Wsconsin in 1980.

Especially hard hit by unenploynent were Latino and Black males
(Figures 27a and 27b). Approximately 12 percent of Latino rmales were
unenpl oyed in 1980 as conmpared to 16 percent of Black males and 7
percent of Anglo mal es. In 1980, Male unenploynment for both Latinos
and Bl acks was highest in Mchigan (17 and 23 percent, respectively).

Latinas generally experienced simlar Ilevels of unenploynent
rates as Latino nmales (12 percent) throughout the region in 1980. As
was the case for Black males, Black fermales had the highest rates of
unenpl oynent (14 percent). \Wen conpared to Anglos, Latina and Bl ack
femal e unenpl oynent rates were approximtely double the Anglo rate
(Fi gures 28a and 28b).

For the Mdwest in general, Cuban nales and females had the
| owest |evels of unenploynent anong the Spanish heritage groups (5.4
and 7.2 percent, respectively), in 1980. Mreover, Cuban unenpl oynent
rates were simlar to those for Anglos in all states except M chigan.
Mexi cans and Puerto Ricans had unenploynent rates generally slightly
| ower than Black rates. Approximately 14 percent of all Mexicans and
Puerto Ricans in the |abor force were out of work in 1980 (Figures 29a
and 29b).

As shown in Figure 30, in the decade of the seventies, Latino
unenpl oynent increased in all netropolitan areas except Gand Rapi ds.
Especially hard hit were Flint, Saginaw, and Toledo -comunities
heavily reliant on the auto industry and devastated by declining
econoni es.

Cccupational Status

Has the shift in economic activities affected the occupational
status of Latinos? |In a series of Figures (31 to 35) we present the
change in the occupational distribution of Latinos in the work force

bet ween 1970 and 1980 for each state. For all states, then, the
proportion of Latino workers in skilled and seni-skilled blue collar
jobs declined in the 1970 s. This decline was especially noticeable

in Mchigan, while only a slight decline was noted in Wsconsin. Mbst
of the decline, however, seens to have been absorbed by the service
occupations which increased their proportion by around 4% in al
states, except Wsconsin.

Lati no workers continued to be disproportionately concentrated in



blue collar enploynment. Wth the exception of Mchigan and Chio, nore

than half of all Latino workers were still enployed as craftsnen,
operatives, transportation workers, or |laborers in 1980. Slight gains
in professional sector enploynent were noted in Illinois and M chigan

but only about 15 percent of all Latinos were in these occupations.
Approxinmately five percent of Latino workers were enployed in sales
occupations with only slight gains noted in this sector during the
1970' s. Approxinmately 15 percent of all Latino workers were in
clerical jobs and another 15 percent were in service occupations.

Fam |y | ncone

According to data presented in Figures 36, the nedian famly
i ncone of Latinos inthe Mdwest, in 1969, was $9,331 or 85 percent of
Anglo nedian famly inconme. By 1979, their nmedian famly income was
$17,639 - approximtely 82 percent of Anglo nedian famly incone. In
short, through the decade of the 70's the incone gap between Latino
and Anglo famlies w dened. Furthernore, while the Latino nedi an
famly incone, in each of the five states, grew throughout this
period, the size or rate of this growmh was uneven across the region.
Thus, while in 1969 the Latino nmedian fanmily in M chigan exceeded t hat
of the other states, by 1979 M chigan ranked second in Latino nmedian
famly income to that of |Indiana. The change in the occupational
distribution of Latinos in Mchigan's work force, noted above, is no
doubt part of the reason for Mchigan's decline in ranking by 1979, as
well as an indication of the inpact on Latino incone caused by the
lost jobs in the state's netal bending industries.

Latino nmedian family inconme varies considerably by netropolitan
area (Figure 37). In 1969, Latino famly inconmes in G ncinnati,
Col unmbus, Dayton, and Indianapolis were simlar to Anglo famly
i ncones (102, 96, 94, and 93 percent, respectively). By 1979, Latino
income generally declined relative to Anglos in all but four
netropolitan areas (Flint, Ft. Wayne, Gary, and Rockford). The highest
Latino nedian famly incone in 1979 was reported in Gary (%$22,796);
the lowest in Cincinnati (%15, 344).

Large differences in nedian fanmly income existed anobng Spani sh

heritage groups in 1979 (Figure 38). Cuban nedian famly inconme was
consi derably higher than that for all other Latino groups in general,
i.e.$25,432. In contrast, Puerto Rican nedian famly incone was
generally lower and simlar to Black incone ($15,878). Mexi cans had

the next | owest nmedian famly inconme ($18,081).

Househol d | ncone

The nedi an household incone for Latinos was $16,215 in 1979 -
approximately 89 percent of Anglo nedian household incone. In
I ndi ana, Latino nedian inconme exceeds the nedian inconme for Anglo
househol d by $814. For all other states, Latino incone is |ower than
that for Anglos but substantially higher than that for Blacks (Figure
39).

When examning the data for specific Spanish heritage groups
found in Figure 40, we generally find Puerto Ri cans to have the | owest
nmedi an household incone in all five states ($14,753). Cuban nedi an
househol d inconme is $22,600 - higher than that for Anglo househol ds.
Both Mexicans and Qher Latinos have slightly higher incones than
Puerto Ricans ($16,864 and $16, 373, respectively).



What happens to incones when wonen are the head of the househol d?
In general, famlies headed by fenales have inconmes |ess than half of
the typical Anglo famly (Figure 4la and 41b). Moreover, anong female
headed househol ds, Latina wonmen have the |owest inconmes conpared to
both Anglo and Bl ack wonen in 1979. The typical Latina household had
an income of $7,115 - roughly 60 percent of Anglo fenale headed
househol d i ncone ($11,597) and approximately $400 |ess than for Bl ack
femal e headed househol ds. It is also interesting to note that while
in 1969 Latina headed families had nedian incones that exceeded that
of Black wonmen, in three of the five states, by 1979 this was no
| onger true.

As shown in Figure 42, Anglo nedian household incone in 1979 was
substantially higher than that for Latinos and Blacks in every
nmetropolitan area ($22,373). As was true for the states, the inequity
between Latinos and Anglo nedian household incone in the SMSAs also

grew during the 1970's. In 1969, Latino households had a nmedian
househol d incone of $9,730 or 85 percent of Anglo median household
i ncone. However, by 1979Latinos in these netropolitan areas earned

approximtely 76 percent of Anglo nedian household incone ($18,057).
In contrast, Latinos had nedian household incomes which were higher
than Blacks in every netropolitan area except Indianapolis, Lansing
Lorai n, and Sagi naw.

When examining the distribution of household incomes by ethnic
background for each state, we see that Anglos are disproportionately

concentrated in the higher incone groups ($25,000 or nore). Bl acks
had extrenely low levels of inconme (less than $15, 000). Lati no
i ncones were concentrated in the $10,000 to $25,000 range. | nconme

distributions for Anglos, Blacks, and Latinos are presented in Figures
43a t hrough 43e.

Among Latino househol ds, approxinately one out of every four had
i ncones bel ow $10,000; slightly less than one half had inconmes between
$10, 000 and $25,000; and three our of every ten had incones above
$25, 000. Latinos in Chio had the highest concentrations of household
with incomes below $10,000 (28 percent) and Indiana had the highest
proportion of Latinos with incones above $25,000 (36 percent).

Wth the exception of Wsconsin, approximately one third of all
Bl ack househol ds had incones bel ow $10,000 in 1980. Wsconsin had the
| owest concentration of poor black households (28 percent) while GChio
had the highest (37.6 percent). One quarter of Black househol ds had
i ncones in excess of $25, 000. More Blacks in Mchigan had incones
greater than $25,000 (30 percent) than in any other state.

In contrast, less than two out of every ten Anglo househol ds had

i ncomes bel ow $10, 000. The |owest concentration of poor Anglo
househol ds occurred in Illinois (17 percent); the highest in Indiana
(20 percent). Moreover, nearly five out of every ten Anglos
househol ds had i ncones above $25, 000. Illinois had the highest

percentage of Anglo household with incomes exceeding $25,000 (46
percent) while Indiana had the | owest (36 percent).

The distribution of household incone is distinctive for each
Spani sh  heritage group. Figures 44a through 44e provide this
information for Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, and Oher Latinos.
Among Spani sh heritage groups, the distribution of incone for Cubans



nost resenbles that of Anglos while the incone distribution for Puerto

Ricans is conparable to that for Bl acks. Except for |Indiana, fewer
Cubans than Anglos had inconmes below $10,000 and approximtely one-
half of all Cuban households had incones above $25, 000. Ironically

the highest concentrations of both extrenmes of income anong Cubans
occurred in |Indiana.

Puerto Ricans are the nost economically disadvant aged. Wth the
exception of Indiana where Puerto Rican incones are higher,
approximately one third of all Puerto Ricans had incones below
$10,000. Nearly 40 percent of Puerto Ricans in Illinois and Wsconsin
had inconmes less than $10, 000. In addition, fewer Puerto Rican
househol ds had inconmes above $25,000 - |less than 20 percent in

I[1linois, Onhio, and Wsconsin, 20 percent in Mchigan, and 32 percent
in | ndi ana.

Mexi cans and Oher Latinos generally had one quarter of all
househol ds with inconmes bel ow $10,000 and nore than 30 percent above
$25, 000. Mexi cans in Mchigan and other Latinos in Indiana were the
| east affluent. Mexi cans in Indiana and other Latinos in Illinois had
hi gher i ncomes.

Publi c Assi stance | ncone

As shown in Figure 45, the proportion of Latino famlies wth
public assistanceincone rose during the 1970's, as was the case for
Angl o and Black famlies. On the average, Latino fanmlies on public
assistance rose by approximately 7.9% across the five states, as
conpared to an average increase of 2.9% for Anglo families and 12.3%
for Black families. By 1980, slightly less than one out of every siXx
Latino fanmilies were receiving public assistance incone - a twofold
increase over the course of the decade. Mor eover, the nunber of
Latinos receiving public assistance is two to three tinmes higher than
anmong Anglos. However, Black famlies in every state had the highest
proportion receiving public assistance benefits (24 percent). For
Bl acks, the ratio is generally four to five times higher than for
Angl o famlies.

Poverty Status

The nunber of Latino fanmilies in poverty rose sharply during the
1970's throughout the region (Figure 46a). This was especially true
in Chio and Mchigan. In 1969, for the region as a whole, 6.3 percent
of Anglos, 20.7 percent of Blacks and 11.7 percent of Latinos were
poor . By 1979, Latino poverty rates hovered slightly below 20
percent. Figure 46b conpares the percentage increase of families in
poverty by racial group for each of the five states. Even though
Bl acks had the highest percentage of families living in poverty in the
M dwest in 1979, i.e.25% during the decade of the 70s the percentage
of Latino famlies living in poverty rose faster than was the case for
Anglos or Blacks. In 1979, approximately 10% of Anglo famlies were
living in poverty with little variation exhibited between the states
in the region.

Among Spanish heritage groups, Puerto R cans were the npst
i npoverished (27 percent). In Illinois and Chio, Puerto Rican poverty
rates exceeded Bl ack poverty rates and were only slightly lower in the
rest of the region. Cubans had the | owest poverty rates anong Latinos
(10 percent). Indeed, Cuban poverty rates were |lower than Anglo rates
in Chio and W sconsin. Mexi cans and Ot her Latinos had poverty rates



which fell between the two extrenes (Figure 47).

In 1979, Anglo, Black and Latino femal e headed househol ds were
the nost inpoverished throughout the region. Interestingly, in each
of the five states, a higher percentage of Latino househol ds headed by
wonmen were in poverty than was the case for Black fenale headed

househol ds (Figure 48). Approximately one-half of all Latino
househol ds headed by wonen were poor. The highest rate of poverty
occurred in Illinois (50 percent), the lowest in Mchigan (47
percent). Poverty rates anong Latina wormen were double the rate for
Latino fanmilies in general. Moreover, they were double the rate for
Angl o femal es. For Bl ack househol ds headed by females, poverty rates
were highest in Illinois (49 percent) and lowest in Indiana (43
percent). Among Angl o househol ds headed by wonen, poverty rates were
hi ghest in Mchigan (29 percent) and lowest in Illinois (18 percent).

The level of poverty anmpong Black and Anglo femal e headed househol ds
was nearly double the rate for Black and Angl o househol ds in general.

Again, wi de disparities were noted anong the Spanish heritage

popul ation (Figure 49). Puerto Ri can househol ds headed by wonen were
the nost inpoverished of all racial or ethnic groups. Nearly two-
thirds of Puerto Rican househol ds headed by wonmen were poor. The

hi ghest poverty rate for Puerto R can female headed househol ds
occurred in Indiana (69 percent), the lowest in Wsconsin (59
percent). Approxi mately 46 percent of Mexican househol ds headed by
femal es were inpoverished. In contrast, 23 percent of Cuban ferale
headed househol ds were poor.

Cuban househol ds headed by wonen had the |owest poverty rates
except in Indiana. Wiile poverty rates for Cuban househol ds headed by
a female were lower than Anglo rates in Mchigan and Wsconsin, they
were higher in the remaining states.

Mexi can househol ds headed by wonmen had poverty rates conparable
to those experienced by Black wonen. The poverty rates for Mexican
femal e headed households were slightly lower than Black rates in
[Ilinois and Wsconsin, but higher in Indiana, Mchigan, and OChio.
Approximately 45 percent of all households headed by Mexican wonen
wer e poor.

As shown in Figure 50, poverty anong Latino families also rose
sharply during the 1970's in all netropolitan areas. The hi ghest
poverty rates occurred in O evel and, Sagi naw, Tol edo, and Youngstown -
comunities hard hit by the declining manufacturing sector.



Section |V

Educational Status of Latinos in the M dwest

During the past several decades, policy makers have targeted
educational achievenent as one of the nost critical elements for
improving the life chances of Latinos. Wth the energence of
federal | y-funded conpensatory education prograns in the 1960's, there
were great expectations for rapid gains in educational attainnment

anong Latinos and other disadvantaged popul ations. Al t hough Latinos
did show slight gains in educational attainnent, they continued to |ag
behi nd Angl os. In this section, the inplications of this issue are

di scussed in further detail.

Years of Schooling Conpl eted

While Anglo, Black and Latino adults in the M dwest experienced
gains in nedian years of schooling conpleted in the period between
1970 and 1980, it was evident that Latinos |agged behind Anglos and
Blacks in the region (see Figures 5la-51b). The nedi an educati onal
attai nment of Latino adults was 11.6 years but Latinos |lagged six to
thirteen nonths behind Anglos in every Mdwestern state except
[l1inois. In Illinois, nedian educational attainnent for adult
Latinos was three years lower than that for Anglos. The greatest
gains in educational attainnent occurred anong Black adults with an
increase of 1.6 years. For Latinos in the region, the nedian years of
schooling rose from 10.5 in 1970 to 11.6 in 1980. Anong the five
states, it should be noted, the greatest increase in nedian years of
schooling for Latinos occurred in M chigan.

However, the Latino average nasks w de disparities anong the
Spani sh heritage groups. Throughout the region, Cubans and the O her
Latino popul ation had |evels of educational attainment conparable to
Angl os and hi gher than Blacks (12.9 and 12.5 years, respectively). In
part this reflects their higher status prior to inmmgration to the
United States. On the other hand, Mexicans and Puerto Ricans |agged
behi nd Anglos and Bl acks throughout the region (10.5 years). Bot h
Mexi cans and Puerto Ricans were between one and three years behind
Anglos in educational attainment (see Figure 52). Again, the
differences were nobst notable in Illinois which experienced nassive
growth through in-nigration of these popul ati ons during the 1970's.

Percent age of Hi gh School G aduates

In light of the changing educational requirenents for enploynent
in the post-industrial economy, conpletion of high school becones an
i mportant neasure of the potential for incorporation into and nobility
within the |abor narket. As shown in Figures 53a and 53b,
approxi mately two-thirds of Anglo adults, one-half of Black adults,
and fewer than one-half of Latino adults graduated from high school.
During the period between 1970 and 1980, the greatest gains in high
school conpletion rates were experienced by Blacks (an increase of 20
points). Once again, it should be noted that sharpest increase in
percentage of Latinos graduated from high school occurred in M chigan.
Al t hough Latinos experienced gains (an average of 6.4 points), these
i nprovenments were overshadowed by increases experienced by Anglos and
Bl acks.



When exam ning high school conpletion rates for specific Spanish

heritage groups, several patterns are discernable. For all groups
except Cubans, high school conpletion rates are |lower than those
experienced by Anglos. I ndeed, for Mexicans and Puerto Ricans, high
school graduation rates averaged 39 percent - much lower than both
Angl o and Bl ack conpletion rates. For Cubans, high school conpletion
rates exceed Anglos rates for all states except Illinois (see Figure

54). Approximately three out of every four Cuban adults had conpleted
hi gh school in 1980.

Wthin Latino comunities in the Mdwest, high school graduation
rates varied considerably. In 1980, only seven netropolitan areas
(G ncinnati, Colunbus, Dayton, Detroit, Ft. Wyne, Indianapolis and
Lansing) had 50 percent or nore of their adult Latino popul ati ons who
were high school graduates (see Figure 55). While nobst comrunities
saw gains in the percentage of Latino adults wth high schoo
di pl omas, three Chio comrunities actually experienced a decline in
this population: GCincinnati, Colunbus and Dayton. This probably
reflects a loss of highly skilled and educated Latino workers from
these comunities as manufacturing opportunities dimnished during the
1970' s.

Despite the gains in educational attainnment, Latinos in the
M dwest (particularly Mexicans and Puerto Ricans) continued to
experience high levels of high school attrition. Wth nore than one-
half of all Latino adults w thout a high school diploma, the chances
for economic nmobility are limted. The effects are reflected in high
| evel s of unenpl oynent and | ow earni ngs.

Graduati on Rates Anobng 18-24 Year O ds

An inportant indicator of future educational attainment and
econom ¢ opportunities is the extent of high school graduation anong
young Latinos aged 18-24. As shown in Figures 56a and 56b, between
1970 and 1980, Anglos, Blacks and Latinos all experienced gains in
hi gh school conpletion anong the young adult popul ation, especially in
M chi gan. However, Latino youth |agged behind both Angl os and Bl acks.
In 1980, nearly 80 percent of young Anglos and 65 percent of young

Bl acks were high school graduates. Only 60 percent of young Latinos
graduated from high school. The | owest levels of Latino high school
conpletion occurred in Illinois and Wsconsin - states wth the

hi ghest Angl o hi gh school conpletion rates.

Compl etion of College

Anot her indicator of opportunities for Latinos is the presence of
hi ghly educated adults who are better able to conpete in the post-
i ndustrial |abor nmarket. An exam nation of the data in Figures 57a
and 57b reveals that while Anglo and Bl ack adults experienced sizable
gains in the nunber of college graduates between 1970 and 1980, the
picture for Latinos was quite mi xed. For the region as a whole, the
nunber of Latino college graduate rose from 8.5 to 8.8 percent during
the 1970's. In Indiana, Chio and W sconsin, the percentage of Latino
adults who were college graduates actually declined during the decade.
A slight increase occurred in Illinois, nost likely reflecting an
influx of better educated immgrants. However, a sharp increase of
Latino coll ege graduates was noted in M chigan where the percentage of
Lati no graduation rose from 5.2 to 9.7 percent. O interest was the
overall higher percentage of Latino college graduates relative to



Bl acks, as well as the conparable level of college conpletion between
Angl os and Latinos in 1970. By 1980, however, the Latino superiority
to Blacks (in the percentage of college graduates) had all but
vani shed. In 1980, also, Latinos were now |lagging far behind Anglos
in this category.

Spani sh Language Use

In the 1980 Census, respondents were asked to identify whether or
not a |anguage other than English was spoken at hone. As we can see
from Figure 58, approximately two percent of the population in the
M dwest spoke Spani sh. In the home, Spanish | anguage use varied from
| ess than one percent in Chio to 4.4 percent in Illinois. VWiile this
represents a small fraction of the regions population, the Spanish
| anguage subpopul ati on exceeds 817,000. The inplications of a sizable
linguistic mnority for state and l|ocal service deliver systens are
nmonunental , especially in Illinois. O particular interest is the
need for bilingual education services.



Section V
Resi denti al Characteristics

Postwar housing policies were intended to expand opportunities
for home ownership. GCvil rights legislation of the 1960's focused on
addressing the inequities of housing accessibility resulting from
institutionalized discrimnatory practices in the housing market. In
this section, the housing conditions of Latinos in the Mdwest are
exam ned.

Changes in Latino Omer Qccupancy

During the 1970's, opportunities for home ownership for Latinos

declined throughout the region. As shown in Figure 59, declines in
Lati no owner-occupi ed housing units were especially sharp in M chigan
and I|Il1linois. In the region, approximtely 37 percent of all Latino
households |ived in owner-occupied units. Less than one-third of
Lati no household in Wsconsin, and one-fifth of these households in
II'linois, were owner-occupied. Wile the dramatic rise in renter

occupied units may partially reflect the sharp increase of the Latino
popul ation in these areas, the loss of high paying manufacturing
enpl oyment may al so account for part of this |oss.

Housi ng Tenure

Latinos and Blacks were nore likely to be renters than Anglos.
While nore than one-half of all Anglos in the Mdwest were honeowners
in 1980, 35 percent of Blacks and 37 percent of Latinos owned their

own hone. Except for the case of Illinois, Latinos are nore |ikely
than Bl acks to be honmeowners. For all three groups, the highest |evel
of home ownership occurs in Mchigan; the lowest occurs in Illinois
(Fi gure 60).

Among Spanish heritage groups, the highest levels of hone
ownership across ethnic groups occur in Indiana and M chigan (Figure

61) . The highest percentage of renters is found in Illinois where
nore than 75 percent of Latinos lived in renter-occupied housing
units. In every state, except Chio, the Puerto Rican popul ation had

the hi ghest proportion of renters (71 percent).

The |ow level of Latino honme ownership reflects the |ower |evel
of earnings and the higher proportion of urban dwellers anong Latinos
than anong Angl os in the region.

Medi an Contract Rent

Despite the lower |evels of earnings anong Latinos and Bl acks,
nmedi an contract rents paid by mnorities were only slightly |ower than
for Anglos in 1980. Median rent was highest for Anglos in all states
($235), except Wsconsin where nedian rent was highest for Blacks
($256) . Latinos paid nmore for rent than Blacks in Illinois, Indiana,
M chigan, and Onhio (regional nedian $227). For both mnority groups,
whose earnings are substantially below those of Anglos, these data
inply that Latinos and Blacks paid proportionally nore of their
i ncomes on housing (Figure 62).

When exam ning the variations in nedian rent by Spanish heritage
(Figure 63), Cubans paid higher rents than Anglos in all states except



[I1inois (%$224). Mexi cans and Puerto Ricans generally paid |ower

rents than Anglos, $224 and $227, respectively. Ot her Latinos
generally fell in between the two extrenes ($238).
Crowdi ng

High rents, |ow earnings, and tight housing markets can produce
overcrowding in housing units. Examining the data in Figure 64, we
find that Latinos experienced the highest level of crowding in the
region: 11 percent of Latino households were overcrowded. Latino
overcrowdi ng was five tinmes higher than the average rate for Anglos in
the region (2.2). Overcrowding was particularly acute in Chicago
where approximately one-third of al | Latino households were
overcrowded. G ven the high rents in the area, doubling up in housing
may have been the only way to survive. The |lowest |evel of

overcrowding occurred in Dayton: only four percent of Latino
househol ds were crowded.

Resi denti al Segregation

The Index of Dissimlarity is a nmeasure which enables us to
identify the percentage of persons (of either group) who would have to
nove in order to achieve residential integration. As we can see from
Figure 65, Latinos in the M dwest experienced noderate to high |evels

of segregation from Anglos and Bl acks. Approxi mately 45 percent of
Latinos in the region would have to nove in order to achieve
integration with Anglos. Lati no segregation from Angl os was highest

in Chicago and Lorain (64 and 62 percent, respectively) and |lowest in
Col umbus (28). On the other hand, Latino segregation from Bl acks was
hi gher: 62 percent of Latinos would have to change their residence in
order to integrate with Bl acks. Latino segregation from Bl acks was
highest in Chicago (84) and Ilowest in Racine (28). Despite
| egislation ained at reducing segregated housing, it is apparent that
thi s phenonena had not dim nished substantially by 1980.



