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ABSTRACT

The following study examines the teaching behaviors of Mexican-American mothers using an
“everyday” and “schoolrelated” task. The study focuses on 1) What are the differences in teaching
behaviors among Mexican Americans acrosstasks, 2) instruction changes over time, 3) changes in
teaching behavior relate to children’s performance and the influenceof maternal education on in-
struction. The sample consisted of 37 Mexican-American mother-child dyads. The children’smean
age was 50.8 months (SD= 6.1). The results indicate that Mexican-American mothers alter their
instruction acrosstime and according to the task at hand. Under everyday conditions, the moth-
ersrelied primarily on the use of various ver-bal utterances such as commands, labeling, di-
rectives and verbal corrections to guide and maneuver children’s activity.Under the school
task condition, the mothers relied on the use of non-verbal behaviors, particularly visual cues and
physi-cal corrections. The mothers also instruct their children in a “complementary” fashion, alter-
ing their general strategy withrespect to the demand on the child. Regardless of the task, however,
mothers tended to follow an overall instructional pat-tern that is consistent with that proposed by
a Vygotskian framework. Finally, the study found the motherseducation levelwas associated with
her teaching behaviors under the everyday task, but not the school task.
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