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ABSTRACT

The focus of this paper is legislation in Midwestern states passed between January 2009 and June 2010 in
relation to immigrants. Recent enacted legislation is a reflection of concrete efforts to influence how im-
migrants should be or are being received into communities; whether they should be excluded, ignored or
integrated. The research question addressed is: What state-wide legislative policies are shaping the contexts of
reception for Latino immigrants across the Midwestern states? A context of reception can be integrating, pas-
sively accepting, or exclusionary. We used content analysis of enacted immigration legislation in the Midwest
and organized them into three categories: integrating, exclusionary or neutral, each with points of significant
and moderate values, and neutral tending toward one or the other categories. Results show that of the poli-
cies that were enacted in 2009 and the first half of 2010, forty four laws were found to be integrating, thirty
nine laws were exclusionary, and twelve laws were neutral. Illinois is the most inclusive state in the Midwest,
and has the largest Latino population in the region. North Dakota and Michigan are moderately integrating,
Kansas and Ohio are inclusive-neutral, South Dakota and Wisconsin are basically neutral, Minnesota and
Indiana are exclusionary neutral, Missouri is moderately exclusionary, and Iowa and Nebraska are the most
exclusionary. The data suggest that Midwestern states are situated across the full spectrum between inclusive
and exclusive positions, and that the policy environment is very dynamic, especially given the results of the
2010 election. When it comes to the context of reception, the Midwest has been “on the fence,” but is tending
toward stronger exclusionary state policy stances.
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