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ABSTRACT
Abuse directed at women by male partners has become recognized as a major health 
problem. Certain characteristics in the Latino culture have been thought to infl uence 
the occurrence of violence in the family. Th e prevalence of domestic violence from data 
collected in three sites (rural U.S., urban U.S., and Mexico) in a sample of 450 Latinas is 
presented. Cultural factors enabling abuse and factors discouraging abuse, as identifi ed by 
focus group participants, will be shared. Th e association between domestic abuse, accul-
turation level, and self-esteem will also be described. Prevention and treatment approaches 
will be discussed.
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