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ABSTRACT

This paper describes results from interviews with Mexican American children in grades
2-12 and interviews with their parents about their developmental model (ethnic perspec-
tive-talking ability). It focuses on children’s responses to questions about ethnic pride (why
someone would not like being Mexican American) and internalized racism (why they

like being Mexican American). The research suggested four developmental levels in their
responses to these questions (physical, literal, social, and group perspectives). These inter-
view responses will be compared to similar interviews conducted with African American
children, children from two different racial groups in Guatemala, and international chil-
dren born in Latin America and living in the U.S.
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