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ABSTRACT

A version of this paper was completed for partial credit for the Masters of Science in Human De-
velopment and Family Studies at Iowa State University. Portions of this paper were presented at the
1995 Annual Meetings of the National Council on Family Relations, and the National Association
for Chicano Studies (NACS) Conference. Partial support for this work was provided by a special
NICHD grant to Drs. Harriette P. McAdoo and Francisco A Villarruel. Additional support for this
work was provided by grants to the second author from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation and the
Julian Samora Research Institute. The principal narrator in this account is Ruben, a doctoral candi-
date in Family and Child Ecology. Dr. Francisco Villarruel served as faculty advisor for this paper.
Special acknowledgement goes out to the following individuals and organizations: Proteus Agency
of Iowa, Antonio Garza, research assistant, Paula McMurray-Schurtz, Ph.D., Iowa StateUniversity,
Department of Human Development & Family Studies, and Michael Bell, Ph.D., Iowa State Univer-
sity, Department of Sociology
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