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Farmworker Futures
By René Pérez Rosenbaum
All indications are that in the foreseeable future the demand for migrant workers in U.S. agriculture will continue to
remain stable if not increase. The fruits, vegetables, and horticultural specialties are the fastest growing components of U.S.
agriculture today. An affluent and health-conscious population in the U.S. will continue to increase its consumption of these
labor intensive items, translating into an increasing demand for migrant workers. Moreover, although the North American
Free Trade Agreement will shift some of the production of fruits and vegetables to Mexico, Mexico currently does not have
a comparative advantage in many perishable commodities. This makes it unlikely that labor intensive production will shift
to Mexico, thus sustaining the use of migrant labor in the U.S. Mechanization of perishable commodities is also not an option
to replace the migrant worker. Mechanization of agriculture is less competitive so long as growers continue to prefer workers over machinery and so long as farm wages continue to fall relative to the price of machinery (Martin, 1994).
In the U.S. the need to do something about the migrant labor system has been recognized for a long time. The plight and
position of the migrant worker near the bottom of the American labor market has prompted many calls for action since the
1960’s. Presently, federal efforts begun in the mid-1960’s to help migrant and seasonal workers and their families, run over
$600 million annually. Yet migrant farmworkers remain one of the most economically disadvantaged occupational groups in
the United States (Oliveira, 1992). As Martin (1994) has noted, although the federal assistance programs enabled many individuals and migrant workers to escape agriculture, these programs did little to raise the income level of migrants in the farm
labor market. Moreover, when farmworkers were able to leave the migrant stream, other migrant workers simply replaced
them. Hence, the migrant labor system has not changed as a result — only the faces of the workers who need help.
Continued on page 4

JSRI is Recipient of National Planning Grant
The Julian Samora Research Institute has been awarded a planning grant for $25,000 to develop a multi-million dollar
proposal for a “National Resource Center for Rural Latinos, Communities, and Labor Intensive Agriculture and Food Processing.” It is one of only 35 such grants awarded nationwide in a competition that involved hundreds of applicants.
This award is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture program known as “Fund for Rural America,” which was established under the Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996.
The USDA award provides funds for rural development programs and a competitive grant program to support research, education, and extension activities.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
JSRI RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS:
Information Hub of the Future
From its inception, the Julian Samora Research
Institute has had as its mandate the filling of the void
of credible information on Latinos, i.e. addressing the
paucity of research and attention to issues affecting
Latinos and by supporting the work of top scholars in
the field. In addition, the core operating staff has taken
on the task of producing and disseminating the knowledge and information that emerges from the activities
of its faculty, staff, and Visiting Scholars.
In a few short years the Institute has
provided a very active publication series
which includes items ranging from works
in progress (Working Paper Series), Statistical Briefs (CIFRAS), scholarly presentations, oral histories and the like
(Occasional Papers) to full fledged
Research Reports and paperback books.
The Institute has also brought a multitude
of scholars from a wide range of professions and academic positions to the MSU
campus to speak about their research and
work in Latino Studies. As of this date,
the JSRI scroll of scholars lists approximately 80 experts from almost as many
different campuses of the United States
and Puerto Rico. JSRI’s first book, Immigration and
Ethnic Communities: A Focus on Latinos, contains
original contributions from 18 national scholars of the
topic. JSRI’s second book, Rural Latino Resources: A
National Guide, contains a reference to over 150 Latino
scholars, business and educational resources that have
commitments to America’s rural communities of Latinos. JSRI’s third book (to be published by MSU Press),
Towards a New Chicana/Chicano History, contains a
rich blend of the history of Mexico and the United
States as they have been forged into the emerging history of Chicanos in America.

2

In process are two new books that are unique and
important in their own respects. Transforming the Social
Sciences through Latino Studies is a volume of studies
of how the social sciences have depicted Latino issues
and how Latino scholars have developed their studies
through an intersecting variety of social science disciplines. Rural Latino Communities: Comparative
Regional Perspectives will become a valuable benchmark from which to understand and gauge the processes
and conditions facing Latinos in rural
America. This book, in particular, will
have accounts of Latinos as a people who
develop, settle, and transform rural communities and economies throughout
diverse regions of the United States.
More important than this list of accomplishments is knowing that there is growing interest in and tremendous potential
for research and studies of America’s
Latinos. As our scholars have noted, the
wealth of our nation is being augmented
by Latino workers in a number of new
places and valuable sectors of the economy. The prospects look good when one
comes to realize and see the value being
added by the new generations of Latinos who are taking
up occupations and residence in a number of different
areas. Our publications have also taught us to appreciate the importance of research and publications for
Latino leaders and communities. Such audiences are
looking for answers, not problems. Our audiences want
to know about the history and role of Latinos for building pride and awareness among our youth. Our audiences want to know how education, employment and
training can be enhanced for Latino youth and adults.
Our audiences want to have suggestions for better community conditions and social relations with different
ethnic and racial groups. And our audiences ask if the
Julian Samora Research Institute can be extended to
more community groups.
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Community Connections
by Danny Layne

I am pleased to say that JSRI is taking aggressive
action to take advantage of the latest advances in information technology to further its role as an information
hub of the future. JSRI piloted the first didactic web for
elementary school children anywhere in the country in
a local elementary school in Lansing (Grand River
School) in 1992. There, children exchanged information with students in Russia and other points abroad.
From that starting point, JSRI moved to develop its own
web server, putting all its research and publications online. The server not only includes a powerful network
of “links’ to other Latino-oriented web sites across the
country, it is also being extended to incorporate an original service called “Community Connections.”
Through this service, JSRI will invite non-profit
organizations and service groups to list their programs
and activities of relevance to Latinos and communities
throughout the United States. More about this service
can be found in the adjacent article.
We hope to continue being visionaries at JSRI. From
our perspective, JSRI will soon be THE place to come to
for information on Latinos, whether through our publications, our electronic connections, or the resources of our
faculty and reference collection. To make our hopes
come true, we invite you to participate in this vision. We
would like your comments and suggestions for improving and extending the work that we do.
We invite community leaders and academic scholars to share their ideas with JSRI. We also look forward to serving Latino communities with applicable
research and knowledge.
If you cannot contact us through our web connection <http://www.jsri.msu.edu>, please send a letter to
me at JSRI.

Refugio I. Rochín
Director and Professor
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As another step in strengthening the link between
the Julian Samora Research Institute and the Midwest’s
Hispanic communities, JSRI is establishing a “Community Connections” link on the world wide web.
JSRI’s home page, located at www.jsri.msu.edu
on the Internet, is a unique and often-visited site for
researchers, students, and educators from around the
world. JSRI’s web pages already include current and
ongoing Hispanic research material, original manuscripts and papers, and an assortment of information
like a national newsletter, event flyers, and resource
guide. What has been missing, according to JSRI’s
Director, are local ties to community-based organizations and individuals that continually support Hispanics in the nation’s Midwest.
“This is an innovative approach to providing a
direct link to the communities of greatest need,” said
Dr. Refugio Rochín.
The “Community Connections” web site will,
besides helping JSRI to fulfill its mission, provide
information on regional job opportunities, community
resources and assistance, and conference and seminar
announcements. Special stories about organizations
and people will also be featured. While some of this
is already promoted through JSRI’s newsletter,
NEXO, “Community Connections” will permit the
broader posting of materials and information not
available to NEXO readers because of time constraints. NEXO is published three times a year; the
web pages can be immediately updated as new information becomes available.
The “Community Connections” link will hopefully attract web “surfers” who may otherwise miss
JSRI’s educational and research info, according to Dr.
Rochín. Submissions to JSRI’s new web service may
be mailed or delivered to the institute, 112 Paolucci
Building, MSU, East Lansing 48824-1110, or emailed to jsamorai@pilot.msu.edu. A contact name
and phone number are required before information
will be considered for posting.
Current plans call for the new web pages to be
added sometime in November.
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Farmworker Futures
(continued from front page)

The latest and most insightful account on the problems of the migrant labor system, and the need to increase
wages and improve conditions of the migrant farmworkers in the U.S., is provided by Philip Martin in The End less Quest (1994). Martin asks us to consider the
following public policy question: “What would it take to
alter the migrant labor system so that special federal
assistance programs are unnecessary?” The prospects are
poor for a revival of unions that can raise farmworker
wages, according to Martin. Effective collective bargaining will be impeded by the same factors that slow mechanization, the ample supply of workers. So long as
unauthorized immigration continues, there is likely to be
little mechanization that eliminates the need for migrant
workers, or successful self-help union efforts that make
farmworker service programs unnecessary. Not only does
undocumented migration retard the improvement of
farmworker living and working condition, it also tends to
retard mechanization as well as unionization. For Martin,
the single most effective step for the long-term improvement of farmworker conditions is to reduce the number of
workers competing for farm jobs by better enforcing
immigrant and labor laws. He proposes that the federal

MUSHROOM HARVESTER— A young harvester picks, cuts, and
sorts mushrooms in a Southern Pennsylvania facility. The role of
farmworkers is changing as Americans’ dietary demands change.
(JSRI photo by Refugio I. Rochín)

4

government move from a policy of providing services for
migrant farmworkers to regulation of the labor market in
which they work.
There is no doubt that the organization and unionization of farmworkers is made more difficult by an oversupply of workers. But even if, for purposes of
unionization, we agreed that undocumented migration
needed to be restricted and labor laws enforced, it does
not necessarily follow that workers will automatically see
the benefits of unionization, and organize, much less that
growers will automatically embrace unionization or pay
higher wages. In addition, the principles of collective bargaining (Craypo, 1986) teach that to attain effective collective bargaining, the product market from which labor
demand is derived is equally as important as the labor
market in which workers participate. More specifically,
for purposes of effective collective bargaining, the ability
to pay of the employers is as important as controlling the
labor supply and organizing the relevant work force for
effective strike activity.
In the Midwest, where contractual vertical integration in the food processing industry dominates, the growers’ ability to pass on higher labor costs are constrained
by pre-harvest contracts previously negotiated between
them and the processors. The processors not only control
the growers’ ability to pay, but also much of the production process. These structural conditions suggest that
strategies for effective collective bargaining for farmworkers merit consideration not just of the extent to
which labor supply is controlled and the labor market is
regulated, but also the degree to which contractual vertical integration hinders the growers’ ability to pay higher
wages and improve the workers’working conditions.
This latter consideration is being addressed by the
Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC) through its
three party agreements for cucumber and tomato workers
that involve the union, the growers and the food processors. By involving the processors in the collective bargaining agreements to improve the conditions of
farmworkers, FLOC, in effect, has acted to change the
previous relationship that tied the economic well-being of
the farmworker to the economic well-being of the grower.
Rather than support Martin’s national political
response to reform immigration and labor laws, Baldemar
Velásquez (1995,1992) president of FLOC has called for
an international organizing response to the farmworker
problem. According to Velásquez, the United States does
not have, at this time, the necessary administrative
bureaucracy that aggressively enforces pro-labor laws to
enable such a political response to work. About his own
proposal, which recognizes the increasing globalization
of the fruit and vegetable industry, he writes:
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“We must fashion a union with workers in alliance,
state by state, country by country. We must create such
alliances as would secure unions nationally and interna tionally in companies for whom we work. We in FLOC,
for example, should not have a contract with Dean Foods
only in Ohio, but also in Wisconsin, Michigan, North and
South Carolina, California, Mexico, and everywhere else
they grow their pickles. We must insist that workers’
rights of wages and benefits such as health, education,
environmental safety, etc., be protected everywhere. It
does not matter if Dean Foods grows pickles from Ohio
to Michoacan, Mexico. As Americans and Mexicans
alike, we are now less citizens of the nation in which we
are born, and more citizens of the company for whom we
work. This makes us common and equal. We must insist
that this equality be reflected in our pay checks, our work
conditions, our living conditions, our environmental con ditions, for which the common company is responsible.
This should impact the security of our jobs here and in
Mexico” (Velásquez, 1995).
Martin’s national policy proposal argues for the federal government “to take deliberate steps to improve conditions for migrant farmworkers… (and )… reduce the
number of workers competing for farm jobs by better
enforcing immigration and labor laws.” Although such an
economic approach confronts the basic economic cause
of low wages, namely an excess in labor supply, agribusiness reaction would appear to make this approach politically infeasible. In the past, agricultural workers have
been exempted from labor laws that protected most workers in the United States because of their ethnic and class
status, and because of the strong agricultural lobby that
protects the interest of growers. Consequently farmworkers generally have lost the struggles to determine policy
in their favor. Our private interest power-driven public
policy making system makes it unlikely that policies to
address the farm work problem at the expense of the
grower will be enacted anytime soon. As Friedland
(1991) observed in the early 1990’s, it is unlikely that
agricultural labor will become an arena for major policy
initiatives in the 1990’s.
However, even if it were politically feasible to better
enforce existing immigration and labor laws, there is the
distinct possibility that growers would merely increase
the use of certified foreign labor. That is already occurring in many states across the country. In recent months,
major agribusiness employer associations have introduced a number of guest worker proposals (Farmworker
Justice News, Vol. 8. No. 1).
In addition to the above considerations, there is a
more basic reason to believe that Martin’s national policy
response to the farmworker problem will be difficult to
implement politically. The reason is suggested by Fried-

GREEN BEAN PRODUCTION— Farmworker production impacts
many people, from the food processors, like these in a Michigan food
processing plant, to the consumer. (JSRI photo)

land’s (1991) notion of “the distinctive price characteristics of agricultural production,” which makes labor one of
the few production expenditures over which agricultural
producers have some margin of discretion. This distinct
price characteristic in agriculture suggests that growers
will most likely resist reforms that attempt to reduce the
labor supply in order to increase farmworker wages. The
broader public policy implication suggested by Friedland’s analytical distinction is that any policy that places
the burden of support for the farmworker solely on the
grower is less politically feasible than if the burden of
support was shared across other members of society.
From this perspective follows the more general principle
that says that the institutional acceptability of any policy
to improve the migrant labor system will increase if it is
designed so that, ceteris paribus, the income security of
the farmworker is somehow uncoupled from the income
security of the grower.
We can use the principle of uncoupling the income
security of the farmworker from that of the grower to
assess the feasibility of the recommendations made by
both Martin and Velásquez. Other things being equal,
Martin’s national policy recommendations, which presuppose that the burden of support of the farmworkers
rests solely on the grower, will likely be more prone to
Continued on next page
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tractors, etc., with existing federal-state structures for collecting and publicizing job openings, such as the State
Employment Service, farming corporation and private
(Continued from previous page)
grower applications.
As the employer of domestic farmworkers, the FWC
political resistance compared to other political strategies
would also have the responsibility for supplying their
that could be designed where the income security of the
needs.
The FWC would be structured so as to relieve the
growers is separated from that of the farmworkers.
basic
economic,
political, and legal deprivations which
Because of the difficulties associated with organizing
farmworkers, especially migrants, suffer in the U.S. sociinternationally, the Velásquez strategy also faces an uphill
ety. It would be responsible for providing adequate, safe,
battle. Nevertheless, his strategy does begin to shift the
and sanitary housing for farmworkers, for providing field
burden of support of farmworkers away from just the
supervision and adequate health and sanitary facilities,
growers. As a result of three party agreements established
and for developing and providing adequate formal and
by the union, processing companies have begun to take
informal educational opportunities. The FWC would also
some responsibility for the welfare of farmworkers.
have
the power to supply the benefits industrial labor
Grower antagonism towards unionization in the region
enjoys but which today allude farmworkers: unemployhas been lessened by this three party mechanism.
ment compensation, social security, workmen’s compenOther policies and strategies to improve the farmsation, etc. Finally, the FWC would also furnish those
worker condition can be identified and analyzed based in
services previously supterms of the degree to which
plied by the labor contracthey uncouple farmworker
tor like field needs,
income security from grower
supervision, record-keepincome security. During the
ing, etc.
“perturbation” in the labor
The FWC would also act
situation in the 1970’s, for
as
the agent of farmworkexample, Kathryn Bissell
ers, collectively negotiating
(1976) proposed an alternawages and working conditive labor supply scheme
tions
with farming corporawhose funding method would
tions, grower associations
place the burden of the supand independent growers.
port of farmworkers on all
However, a farm union,
those who profit most from
national in scope, would be
cheaper farm commodities.
created (or an existing
Bissell’s policy recommendaunion expanded nationtion, in effect, uncouples the
wide) in order to protect
income security of the farmIN
THE
DARK
—
Mushroom
harvesters
in
Pennsylvania
work
in
subdued
farmworkers from possible
workers from the income
light and controlled climate conditions so that harvesting can occur on a abuse by the FWC.
security of the grower by call- scheduled basis. (JSRI photo by Refugio I. Rochín)
The FWC would be feding on all food consumers to
erally funded not by the payroll tax route which would
share in the burden of support for the farmworkers. Bisadd to the food bill, but preferably by a very small levy
sell’s proposal is briefly discussed below. Despite the
on the gross income of all farm and non-farm production
fact that the proposal is over 20 years old it offers, in my
units. The grower would continue to pay the hourly wage
estimation, what seems to be an effective way to improve
or the piece rate as at present. However, he/she would
the lives and working conditions of farmworkers for the
make the payments to the FWC.
next century.
The key to the political feasibility of a proposal like
Bissell proposed a farmworker Corporation (FWC) as
the FWC, is institutional acceptability of the program by
an alternative supply system. The FWC would be an
the agricultural industry, which has generally always
autonomous federal agency that would serve the employopposed
reforms that benefit the farmworkers. There are
ers of record for all farmworkers. It would hire all U.S.
many aspects of the FWC that are beneficial to farm opercitizens and legal resident aliens who wish to be employed
ators: they would have reduced non-wage expenses of
as farmworkers. To arrange the supply of workers needed
labor, and the expense of field management would be
at required times it would supplant the current labor-jobeliminated, as would be certain bookkeeping responsibilbing system, i.e., the crew leaders, foremen, labor con-

Farmworker Futures

Continued on page 9
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My Turn

Do We Need A National Migrant Student Database?
by Edgar León
Historical Background
It has been over three years since the national migrant
education student database (MSRTS) was closed by the
U.S. Department of Education. This national database was
designed to track migrant students all over the nation, especially for the transfer of education and health records to
accelerate the student placement process. A migrant student is a student (between the ages of 3 and 21) whose parents work in temporary or seasonal agriculture or fishing as
their principal means of livelihood. Migrant student eligibility is limited to three years unless the family makes a
qualifying move. It should be understood that language or
ethnic origin has no bearing on eligibility status. In practice, migrant education is often confused with bilingual
education. It is possible that a student may qualify for both
services, but they are not directly related.
The MSRTS system may have started as the means
for transfer of educational and health data, but in the final
years of its existence that was far from the main purpose.
History should not blame the administrators of the system
in Little Rock, Ark. The blame must go to the users who
may have taken the wrong direction. Users were more
concerned with counting children for funding than for
having their records transferred to other states.
The system was also highly political and much of the
time and activities in some states was spent preparing
special reports which had no relevance to the program
goals and objectives. Now that it is gone forever, each
state has been told by the United States Department of
Education, Office of Migrant Education to come up with
their own system for counting migrant children and to use
the best way possible to transfer student academic and
health records in state and out of state.
Has Michigan complied with the mandate? Our state
has a system, the Michigan Education Data System
(MEDS), that is in operation in all of our 46 migrant education school program sites around the state. It is still a
reality that the data system is going through some debugging and that the school data entry personnel who did not
attend the state training sessions are having a problem
with the system. Some staff find it confusing and some
find it easy and useful. This is all related to their academic preparation, the time on task, problems with hardware and software, and the level of commitment of
school personnel towards migrant education.
Is our database system enabling us to store student academic and health data? Not yet. Our state is using this sys
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tem only for funding purposes. Are we using the data system only for the final federal performance report? This
author reserves the right not to comment on this issue until
more data is collected. Based on feedback from migrant
school personnel, it does appear at this time that in Michigan, the system is being used for student count and not for
the transfer of academic and health records.
Other States’ Responses to the Mandate
States like Florida and Texas have their own database. A small group of states have joined Texas in using
a system called the “New Generation System.” The idea
of the Texas-endorsed system was to create a national
database system, regardless of any federal mandate, with
the hope that all states would buy into this idea In reality, even if they call it a national system, it only includes
Texas and a handful of other very small states who do not
share any migrant students with Michigan.
However, using the influence of some Michigan Education State Board members, Texas tried to force their
migrant student data system into our state. This resulted
in a very confusing situation and the parties had to
explain the need for another database from outside the
state which had not been designed for Michigan and
which was very expensive.
Although there are indications that the Michigan
Department of Education may not join the Texas system,
pressure continues to do so. History has shown that
Texas was not able to transfer student data to our state
even when we had the MSRTS system in place. Do we
have an assurance that it will happen at this time? Only
the future and the results of their performance with other
states will provide us with the answer to this question.
It is also a fact that Texas will not be able to input all
their own data for the total number of migrant students
who travel in and out of state. The thousands of Texan
migrant students moving would require large amounts of
data entry personnel, computer terminals, phone lines, and
internet access. This would require an outrageous budget
for equipment, software, data entry and processing which
is impossible at this moment. So, if we wouldn’t have their
data why should we buy into their system? Should we pay
them forty thousand dollars every year to send our own
data back to our state? We must also remember that only
29.3% of our migrant students come from Texas. RegardContinued on next page
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Migrant Student Database
Continued from previous page

less of these numbers, Texas wants Michigan to pay for all
the students if we join their system. The majority of the
children move within Michigan (51.8%), and many also
come from Florida (12.3%) and Mexico (2.8%).
The Texas data system will have very limited amount
of educational information. Even if we had the information it would not translate to any meaningful school placement. Schools in the valley are the ones in need of more
interstate and intrastate coordination. Schools in Texas still
need more technical support, phone lines, internet access
connections in each of the schools, computer terminals,
and staff to make an electronic system work. It will take
many years before we could see this change.
The Florida state student database system is functional and it includes all children. Their system enables
them to identify all migrant students and provide means
for placement. The system is still trying to find a way to
exchange data with Texas and other states of the nation.
This state is not trying to push their data system onto
any other state because it was tailored to the specific
needs of the Florida education system. They are willing
to send any data to any of the migrant student sending
states free of charge. This is what many states should
take as an example of true educational exchange.
Out of State Experiences and Recommendations
After the author spent several days in Texas, Mexico,
and Puerto Rico talking to teachers and administrators during the months of July and August, it was clear that, in
reality, these states use means other than electronic databases for transferring student records. Most school officials use the fax and also have their local measurement
instruments for student placement. The lack of uniformity
in the curricula, the non-flexible school regulations and
class schedules, the lack of bilingual teachers, the rigid
compliance with local health department vaccination regulations, the highly political state and local school boards
that ignore migrant student needs: these are only a few of
the issues that negatively impact the education of migrant
students and require attention.
Migrant education programs around the nation must
use educational and health data transfer systems for their
intended purpose. They should not pay for expensive
electronic data systems just to count students. Student
counts could be done by using the certificates of eligibility (COE) as the main source and not an electronic database. The COE is the official paper document required by
the federal government to be used as proof for state
migrant student counts. The duty of counting children
8

could be given to a less expensive private vendor and the
count could be made based on statistical sampling.
Migrant Education funds and state personnel could be
better used if their focus was on the development of effective educational programs during the early grades. Schools
should teach migrant students English: reading, writing,
and oral language. In addition, all programs must start
using certified and qualified bilingual teachers instead of
tutors which only perpetuates the lack of formal instruction. Some of the funds should also be used for other
health, advocacy, and outreach services.
If states start collecting data and have teachers use it
for something meaningful, maybe they can start making a
significant change in migrant students’ lives. The reality
is that almost every state has its own system for student
placement and uses its own local curriculum. Teachers,
parents, and administrators need to know the importance
of collecting academic and health data. Once migrant
parents move they should know what to do with the student paper records they possess and how to communicate
directly to teachers that this information is available for
student placement and progress.
Maybe states should invest in a common migrant student curriculum which would include the basics regardless of the local requirements. Maybe states need to
provide national correspondence schooling which could
give migrant students the opportunity to progress regardless of where they move. Additional educational radio,
television, and video tape lessons could be considered as
a viable, effective, low cost alternative such as has been
done in Mexico for many years.
Federal Legislation, Funding and Recommendations
As federal and state school funds decrease, the temptation for using migrant education dollars for other dubious purposes may increase. The 1994 amendment to the
1965 — Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA) included PART C — Education of Migrant Children legislation which states that migrant funding is to be
used mainly for the education of migrant children.
Migrant education funds should not be used for other
political or personal reasons. This legislation is in place
and should dictate the priority for all states in the nation.
States must have as their top priority the education of
migrant children and not their electronic database systems. A significant percentage of state efforts, time, and
funding is going towards helping the electronic system
and not the migrant children. This type of direction will
only hurt migrant students in the near future.
Dr. Edgar Leon was a 1996 Scholar in Residence with
JSRI and maintains an ongoing affiliation, conducting research
on migrant education.
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vidual foreign workers, it would also make the jobs
available to foreigners fewer in number.
Although the idea of having a governmental entity be
Continued from page 6
the farmworker employer goes against today’s political
ities. In addition, a sufficient supply of field workers,
climate, from a historical perspective, the idea is not as
having better health care, education and a more adefarfetched as it first appears. The federal government has
quate diet would be assured. Above all, however, the
in the past assumed some responsibility for the farmFWC proposal provides for a significant uncoupling of
workers. Under the Bracero program, the Mexican govfarmworker income security from grower income secuernment persuaded the U.S. government to guarantee the
rity. The funding scheme of the FWC achieves this
contracts issued to Braceros (Martin, 1994). In this way,
objective because although gross farm incomes would
the government becomes responsible for fulfilling any
be taxed to fund the FWC, the rate would be very small
contractual provisions that U.S. farmers failed to satisfy.
(compared to the case where the grower is the party
But the political feasibility of the FWC, or any other
solely responsible) because the largest percent of the
policy instrument that uncouples the income security of
funds would be derived from taxes on non-farm prothe farmworker, will require a national consensus, if the
duction. Given its broad tax
burden of support of the farmbase, the FWC concept also
worker is to shift to all who
appears
more
politically
gain from cheap food. Arriving
acceptable than a private sector
at such a national consensus
solution such as vertical unionwill require us to break down
ization of the food industry,
the myth that improving the
(Spielberg, 1997) which would
lives of the farmworkers will
restrict the solution to the farmthreaten our abundant supply of
worker problem to only the
cheap food. This should not be
food processing industry.
too difficult since data is now
When the FWC was being
available that can be used to
proposed, Bissell argued that
FIELDWORKERS— Migrant farmworkers still play a vital uncouple in people’s mind the
widespread use of non-resident role in the planting and harvesting of much of America’s pro - notion of cheap food from the
aliens (green-carders) had a duce. (JSRI photo by Refugio I. Rochín)
notion of cheap labor. Martin
harmful effect on both sides of
(1994) has observed, for examthe border. In Mexico, American dollars earned by
ple, that “doubling farm wages, and thus practically
work in the U.S. enlarge the money supply while the
eliminating farmworker poverty, would only raise retail
goods created by the work remain in the U.S. side of the
food prices by less than 10%.”
border, leading to inflation. In the U.S., the non-resiFor the future, the migrant labor system looks more
dent aliens, like the undocumented workers today, creintractable than ever. As Americans rely increasingly
ated a labor surplus that produced downward pressure
on more packaged fruits, vegetables, and horticultural
on the wage rate. In addition, Bissell argued, the
specialties, Americans will, in turn, continue their indiundocumented worker took jobs the government, by its
rect demand for the labor that sustains cheaper and betimmigration policies, ought to have reserved for its own
ter quality. When will farmworker income security
citizens.
become uncoupled from grower income security and
In today’s context American society has to consider
consumer demand? The answer may depend on how
how much responsibility it has to reserve jobs for its
soon the idea of cheap food is uncoupled from the idea
own citizens. If this is a high priority, the FWC is an
of the need for cheap farm labor.
instrument by which domestic workers get a first crack
at farmworker jobs. This preference, however, does not
Dr. René Rosenbaum is a JSRI Faculty Associate and Assis necessarily have a negative effect on foreign workers
tant Professor in the Department of Resource Development at
MSU. He is the author of two JSRI Working Papers: WP-11,
overall. In the long run, an instrument like the FWC
“Success
in Organizing, Failure in Collective Bargaining:
could be used to minimize the abuses in the use of forThe
Case
of Pickle Workers in Wisconsin, 1967-68,” and
eign workers as well as to put upward pressure on the
WP-12,
“Success
in Organizing, Failure in Collective Bar wages they receive. Although FWC likely would have
gaining: The Case of Tomato Workers in Northwest Ohio,
the effect of increasing the aggregate income of indi-

Farmworker Futures

1967-69.”
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Letter to the Editor

To My Friends at JSRI
and in Michigan
by Victor Garcia, Ph.D.
It was extremely difficult to settle back into a routine in Pennsylvania after my 7 month stay
at JSRI. I recall that, as I arrived in January in the midst of what appeared to be a blizzard, I
was wondering whether I had done the right thing by taking a leave of absence from Indiana University of Pennsylvania
(IUP) to pursue a post-doctorate at JSRI. In retrospect, I am absolutely sure that I did the right thing. My postdoctoral
tenure at JSRI is one of the most rewarding and intellectually stimulating experiences in my academic career.
In my relatively brief stay, I met colleagues from different disciplines and institutions who were carrying out research
in distinct regions of the country. I learned quite a bit from them. For example, I acquired sound knowledge of agricultural economics and social capital from my friend Marcelo Siles. Lourdes Gouveia, my sociology colleague and post-doctorate cohort, taught me much about globalization, the many social processes that accompany it, and its detrimental effects
on U.S. Latino and Latin American communities. Juan Marinez, true to his calling in the field of agricultural extension,
was instrumental in reminding me and others to apply our research findings in order to improve the plight of Latino workers and their families.
From the very beginning, Refugio Rochín, the director of the institute, made sure that Lourdes Gouveia and I would
have a rewarding experience. He included us in as many JSRI, MSU, and community-at-large activities as possible, and
his generosity allowed us to attend national and international conferences where we could share our research findings. He
was also a gentle, patient, and wise mentor who has made a difference in our professional development.
I was also touched by the students who I interacted with at the institute, among them Catalina Burillo, Emily Marroquin, Mark Torres, Aivy Navarro, Jodi Fox, and let’s not forget Michael Erb. The staff, all of whom make JSRI a special
place, should be praised for their hard work and dedication. Without Rosemary Aponte, Laurie Briseño, Lucinda Briones,
Visha Samy, Jeanie Limon, and my high-tech friend Danny Layne, the institute would lack character.
Of my many activities while at JSRI, two stand out: the tour to Adrian and the visit to Oceana County, Mich. I was
impressed with how the Latino community of Adrian, together with local government and school officials, worked as a
team to host a group of scholars who wrote chapters for a JSRI-sponsored book on rural Latinos in the United States. Seldom do I see this level of organization and cooperation in a community. The Lenawee County Latinos, community residents, school officials, and the mayor should be complimented for giving the group a warm reception. The numerous
families who took time from their busy schedules and gave us mini tours that allowed us to see Adrian through their eyes
will never be forgotten. They gave us an insiders view of their city. Members of the Oceana County Migrant Inter-Agency
Council were equally as generous with their time and hosted an informative meeting on migrant and settled farm worker
families in their region. Rosa Gody, Chair of the Oceana County Migrant Inter-Agency, and Tanya Jeffries, Director of the
Oceana County Family Agency, together with her assistant, Catalina Burillo, an MSU student, did an excellent job in setting up the meeting for the MSU visitors. A special thanks goes out to the Adrian community and the folks at the Oceana
County meeting. I wish I could list and thank each of the community groups, families, and individuals who went out of
their way in Adrian to host the visitors. However, the large turnout and this limited space do not permit it.
I learned much at JSRI and, in the process, made many friends in Michigan. I look forward to seeing them again.
Most sincerely,
Victor Garcia,
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Victor Garcia was a JSRI Postdoctoral Fellow from January to August 1997. He continues his collaboration with JSRI through
his participation in the development of the National Center on Rural Latinos and co-editorship of a book on the topic.
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Save the Date…
Recognizing the importance of addressing the mental
health needs of Chicanos, JSRI is organizing a conference on
the topic of “Chicano Psychology.” This conference will
address topics related to Chicano mental health by exploring
areas such as counseling, research, and direct services. It will
include a component on how Chicano culture can be incorporated when working with Chicano/as in a mental health setting
by presenting recent research and techniques. Nationally recognized scholars will provide strategies for culturally appropriate interventions when working with Chicano clients. Panels
will focus on the following themes:
• Psychological Diagnosis and Assessment of Chicanos
• Professional Careers of Diverse Chicano/a Psychologists
• Chicano Families, Elders, and Adolescents
• Innovative Mental Health Programs and Interventions
for Chicanos
In addition to the panel discussions, workshops will be
held on the following topics:
• College Persistence of Chicano Students
• Ethnic Socialization of Chicanos
• Group Therapy with Chicanos
• Chicano Health Psychology
• Developing a Chicano
Psychology Course
• Chicano Gay and
Lesbian Issue
• Substance Abuse
• Chicanos & HIV
• Chicano Migrants
• Domestic Violence
Graduate psychology students will also be presenting their
“new ideas” on Chicano Psychology. JSRI intends to publish
an edited collection of the conference proceedings.
This national conference has been scheduled for April 1718, 1998 on Michigan State University’s campus grounds. It
will take place in MSU Brody Hall (located directly across
from the MSU Kellogg Center). It is considered to be the only
conference to be held on a nationwide basis addressing the
mental health needs of Chicano/as since 1982.
For further information on the conference, and to be added
to our mailing list, contact JSRI via e-mail at conf98@mer cury.jsri.msu.edu or by calling (517) 432-1317. Feel free to
browse our website at <http://www.jsri.msu.edu> for continuous updates and additional details on the conference.

News from JSRI
Visiting Scholars Sought
The Julian Samora Research Institute of Michigan
State University invites applications from minority
scholars with a doctoral degree in anticipation of one or
two positions as a Visiting Research Associate to begin
early in 1998. JSRI is the Midwest’s premier Hispanic
research institute committed to the generation of
knowledge on issues of relevance to the Hispanic community within the realm of the social sciences.
We seek scholars who share our commitment to
the Hispanic community and can contribute to our
research agenda. Knowledge areas are open, although
we have a particular interest in the following areas of
the social sciences: health services and access to care;
identity, race, and ethnic relations; human resource
development and education; migration and immigration; rural Latino studies; criminal justice; and labor
and industrial relations. Applicants who would like to
teach a course during this period are asked to submit
an outline or syllabus for consideration by an appropriate department in the College of Social Science.
The selected scholars must be in residence for the
period of the appointment. Specific research activity
to be undertaken and period of appointment will be
determined by mutual agreement. This opportunity is
open to minority scholars ranging from new Ph.D.’s
(must be complete at the time of appointment) to
higher rank scholars. Proof of a doctoral degree is a
condition for this appointment. Salary is commensurate with experience.
To apply, send a letter of interest including a statement of your research interests and goals, copies of
your publications or research papers, course outline,
and vitae. Please include three letters of reference and
submit all materials to the address below by Dec. 5,
1997. Review of applications will commence immediately thereafter.
Attn: Visiting Minority Scholar Program
Dr. Refugio I. Rochín, Director
Julian Samora Research Institute
112 Paolucci Bldg. • MSU
East Lansing, MI 48824-1110

This announcement was prepared by JSRI staffer, Laurie
Briseño, who will serve as conference coordinator for this event. The Planning Committee also includes Myra Gonzales, Associate Edi tor of the Journal of Multicultural Counseling and Development; Dr. Roberto Velasquez, Professor of Psychology at the University of
California, San Diego; and JSRI Director, Dr. Refugio I. Rochín.
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A View from the Catbird Seat
by Lucinda M. Briones

JSRI has undergone many transformations
since I came to work as a student employee
shortly after its establishment. The staff still
consists of a core administrative staff, faculty
associates, and student employees, although
the number of employees has grown and new
positions have been added to accommodate
our changing needs. The mission of the Institute is still essentially the same as it was in the
beginning, but it, too, has grown and changed
somewhat. Now more than ever, JSRI is dedicated to bringing to light the various issues
pertaining to the Latino community and to serving as a
resource for people interested in those issues. As we have
grown, the need for our services has also grown. More
and more people are turning to us as a resource. Now that
I have taken on the position of secretary at JSRI, I have
come to see just how important a role the Institute plays
as the information resource on Latinos.
With all of the research JSRI is producing, the
amount of information which flows through here, even on
a daily basis, is incredible. I am responsible for coordinating, processing, and disseminating that information,
and for knowing the projects in which the Institute is
involved in order to be able to answer questions or direct
them to the appropriate person. I am usually the first
point of contact for people calling or visiting JSRI.
Being that first point of contact, I know firsthand that
JSRI receives requests for information and assistance on
a frequent basis. The most common requests we receive
are related to our publications and research. Oftentimes
people call to get more information on JSRI publications
which were cited elsewhere. JSRI has been developing a
Latino Studies curriculum, so we also receive calls in
regards to the Latino Studies specialization at MSU. We
also get calls from people who need financial support for
research, programs, and activities, help with translating
documents, and help with promoting job vacancies. Our
goal is to be able to provide responses to inquiries and
requests or to direct them to the appropriate resources.
Part of my job is also to work directly with Dr. Rochín,
to assist him in coordinating his day to day schedule. This
is probably one of the most challenging aspects of my job,
as it seems his time is very much in demand. Whether he
is being asked to help develop curriculum, present a paper,
represent the university on issues of diversity, speak to student or professional groups, or serve on national committees, his time and expertise is always in demand.
12

Since I started this job three months ago, Dr. Rochín
has already traveled to Washington D.C., Delaware, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Toronto, Indiana, California,
and Florida, and he is soon to go to Argentina.
Each time he goes on the road, he takes along
samples of JSRI’s latest research, publications, and information on the Institute and
returns with even more information. Thanks
to his promotion of the institute, and the
numerous contacts he has made since he
started, JSRI is now recognized among academic, government, and community leaders
nationwide as the information resource on
Latinos.
Recently Dr. Rochín attended a conference in
Delaware on “The Changing Face of Rural America.”
There he met with national scholars and with local residents to discuss issues which are facing small towns
across America. In Georgetown, Delaware, a poultryprocessing plant drew a large influx of Latinos into a
small, predominantly White community in a relatively
short time. The community leaders were at a loss in
terms of ideas for how to deal with the situation. Having
visited other parts of the country which have experienced
the same phenomena, Dr. Rochín was able to provide
some insight, comparisons, and suggestions. His travels
have definitely paid off.
He has earned a national reputation as an expert on
many subjects. In the last three months alone, he has
been asked to present papers, give talks, write articles,
and answer questions on the browning of the Midwest
and rural America, the educational attainment of Latinos,
and immigration. His reputation, along with the reputations of JSRI faculty associates, was the key to landing a
planning grant from the Fund for Rural America. JSRI,
in partnership with UC-MEXUS and the California Institute for Rural Studies, will develop a proposal for establishing a National Center of Excellence focusing on
issues related to Latinos in rural areas.
In a large part, Dr. Rochín’s reputation is JSRI’s reputation. He is setting the standard for JSRI’s work and
the rest of us are all trying to keep up. As JSRI grows and
changes, my role here will surely transform as well. I feel
fortunate to be part of the team and look forward to the
continued learning which comes with this job.
In my role as “traffic cop” directing callers to JSRI’s
resources I may be talking to some of you in the future. I
look forward to that, too.
Lucinda started at JSRI as a student employee more than
5 years ago and currently serves as the secretary.
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New MCLR
Director Named
The Board of Directors of the Midwest Consortium for
Latino
Research announced the
recent appointment of
Rosemary Faiver as
MCLR Director.
Faiver
replaces
Maria de Lourdes Kuthy,
who accepted a faculty
position at Western Illinois University after
serving two years as MCLR Director.
Kuthy’s new role at WIU will be as
Assistant Professor in the university’s
Department of Educational Foundations and
Multicultural Disciplinary Studies. Faiver, a
registered music therapist with a Master’s
Degree in Music, has been active in the
Latino community for many years. She has
assisted individuals, families, and students in
gaining access to health care, social services,
and educational benefits.
“I look forward to working with MCLR,”
she said, “networking with others in the academic communities, and being involved in collaborative research.” To find out more about
MCLR, contact them at (517) 432-1150.

PEOPLE

STUDENT MODELS — Three JSRI student workers, Adrian Valerio, Luis Mendoza,
and Catalina Burillo, model a variety of attire available through JSRI. Polo shirts,
tees, and sweatshirts are among the JSRI fundraising collection, which also includes
other novelties like JSRI mugs and keychains. A list of items and prices is available by
calling or writing JSRI; an on-line, full-color catalogue will eventually be part of
JSRI’s home page (www.jsri.msu.edu).

A Sad Note
JSRI’s faculty, staff, and students mourn the loss this month of former
student employee and friend, Joe Schulz. He was instrumental in creating JSRI’s web pages, establishing the unit’s internal electronic and internet capabilities, and providing advanced technical support.
He completed his degree at MSU
and worked for the Michigan Information Technology Network in Ann
Arbor when he unexpectedly died.
Joe will be greatly missed.

JSRI OPEN HOUSE — Refugio I. Rochín (left), Javier Pescador, Teresa Melendez, and Scott
Michaelsen pause during a JSRI-sponsored Open House on Oct. 3 which honored MSU’s His panic faculty and students. The event coincided with the MSU community’s recognition of
National Hispanic Heritage Month. Pescador, Melendez, and Michaelsen are newly-hired faculty
members at Michigan State University. (JSRI photo by Danny Layne)
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PROUD FATHER — Congratulations to
JSRI Student employee Daniel Soza on the
Oct. 8 birth of his daughter, Tonatzin.

13

JSRI PUBS

New Research Reports

With the recent release of two new research reports documenting the lives and livelihood of Latinos in rural communities, the Julian Samora Research Institute’s collection of publications now tallies more than 100.
The two newest additions, Research Reports No. 26 and 27, focus on Latino workers in Nebraska’s meatpacking and
Pennsylvania’s mushroom industries. The in-depth studies bring to the forefront Latinos’roles in those industries and communities.
“Latino Immigrants, Meatpacking, and Rural Communities: A Case Study of Lexington, Nebraska,” or RR-26 by Drs.
Lourdes Gouveia and Donald Stull, is a detailed look at the companies, communities, and environment where today’s Latinos work. While public attention has recently focused on the working and sanitary conditions at the American meatpacking plants, this report looks at the composition and history of the Lexington area, its new meatpacking industry, and the
ebbing pool of the workforce.
The exclusive report also details the household composition, education and language skills, and work history of the
Latino workers. Also provided by the authors are interpretations and assessments of the accumulated data and their recommendations for communities facing similar situations.
Garcia’s publication, “Mexican Enclaves in the U.S. Northeast: Immigrant and Migrant Mushroom Workers in Southern Chester County, Pennsylvania,” is an intricate look at the established and growing enclaves of U.S.- and foreign-born
Latinos who are changing the demographic characteristics of select communities. These changes affect culture, diversity,
the ethnic composition of the neighborhoods, and the economic impact on the communities.
Garcia, from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and Gouveia, from the University of Nebraska, Omaha, spent several
months at Michigan State University working under JSRI’s “Visiting Scholar” Program. These Research Reports, and other
JSRI publications, are available by writing JSRI or visiting our web site at www.jsri.msu.edu.

JSRI Gets Recognition in
Observance of Hispanic
Heritage Month
Since 1968 the President of the United States has proclaimed the week of Sept. 15 to be Hispanic Heritage
Week, and since 1976 the Governor of Michigan has proclaimed the same week as Hispanic Heritage Week.
Be it therefore resolved that the Lansing Community
College Board of Trustees continue to recognize the heritage of persons of Hispanic ancestry as an important
part of world history, and not just celebrate their contributions during Hispanic Heritage Month but throughout
the year as a basic part of the study of history and culture. We present this resolution to Dr. Refugio Rochín,
Director of the Julian Samora Research Institute.
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A more unique aspect of the class is the several projects that are planned outside the classroom. Students will
participate in a Chicano ambassador program in which
by Daniel Soza
they will visit several local schools to give informal talks
about Chicano history; this will be coordinated by JSRI.
If you were going to teach a course in Chicano history
An
“Oral History” project, also coordinated through JSRI,
at a university that was offering the course for the first
will be informal talks with distinguished
time, where would you start? Juan Javier
members
of the Michigan’s Chicano
Pescador , the instructor for Michigan State
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y.
Pescador also plans to take
University’s new Chicano history class
the
class
to
view
the Cesar Chavez col(History 327 — History of Mexican-Amerlection at the MSU library and participate
icans in the U.S.), chose to start with the
in an offering (ofrenda) for Dia De Los
Chicano Power Movement of the 1960’s.
Muertos (Day of the Dead), a traditional
It was the struggle and determination for
Mexican
holiday dating back prior to the
change which led to the implementation of
arrival of Columbus.
Chicano Studies courses and programs at
When reflecting on the class,
many academic institutions, he said.
some
students
said they are learning
“Without the Chicano movement of the
things
only
briefly
touched on in high
1960’s, there would be no Chicano studschool. The course deals with race relaies,” he noted in a recent lecture. In fact,
tions
between Chicanos and Whites, the
the first day of class students watched Part
history
of which is abound with accounts
3 of the PBS Chicano special, “Taking
of
oppression
and racially motivated
Back the Schools,” which details the East
attacks. Despite the sensitivity of the
LA and Los Angeles “blowouts” or walkmaterial, “Prof. Pescador has a nonouts. High school students at several preMAKING
HISTORY
Visiting
Profes
threatening way of teaching the course,”
dominantly Chicano high schools walked
sor Juan Javier Pescador teaches Chi - said Romelia Widders, a Human
out of schools which they viewed as
cano History at MSU this Fall 1997. He
unequal to predominantly White schools. will teach another course, Borderlands: Resources Senior. With the addition of
The “blowouts” led to the formation of Chicana/o History and Memory, in this course, many students hope that a
Chicano Studies program/major will
Chicano Studies courses in many area high MSU’s Spring Semester.
soon
be available at MSU. “Anytime we
schools as well as the development of Chiexperience and explore other cultures,
cano Studies programs at many California universities.
it’s
a
good
idea,”
added Brad Finegood. “Chicano studies
Pescador teaches a class of about 35 students the hisis
especially
a
good
idea in Michigan with its high numtory of a people which had been ignored by MSU up until
ber
of
Migrant
farmworkers,”
said Widders.
this point. Incorporating a wide range of learning tools

Chicano History at MSU

like videos, first-hand accounts, corridos, poems, and the
Internet, Pescador relates the experience of being a Chicano in the United States to a class that is more than half
African-American and Caucasian.

Daniel R. Soza, III is a senior majoring in social relations in the
James Madison College of MSU. He is a member of MEXA
(Movimiento Estudiantil Xicano de Aztlan), Xicano Studies Student
Association, and the Brown Berets de Aztlan.

JSRI is National Planning Grant Recipient
Continued from front page

processing which have developed a greater reliance on Latino labor. Latino population growth is the single most important component of net population growth in many rural communities throughout the nation.
Participating partners in the development of the National Resource Center include: Dr. Rochin, Professor of Agricultural Economics and Sociology, MSU and Professor Emeritus, University of California, Davis; Dr. Lourdes Gouveia,
Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Nebraska, Omaha; Dr. Victor Garcia, Associate Professor of Anthropology, Indiana University of Pennsylvania; Dr. Rogelio Saenz, Professor and Chair of Sociology, Texas A&M, College Station; Juan Marinez, MSU Extension Coordinator and JSRI Community Liaison; Dr. Don Villarejo, Executive Director
of the California Institute for Rural Studies in Davis; Dr. Juan Vicente Palerm, Professor of Anthropology and Director
of the University of California Center for Mexico-U.S. Studies, Riverside campus; Elaine Allensworth, Ph.D. candidate
in Sociology, Michigan State University.
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STUDENT CORNER
Migrant Kids
by Jennifer Mayman

Eight-year-old Jessica’s full cheeks pushed her halfmoon eyes smaller as she searched for approval with a
smile and an upward gaze. Nurse Kathy’s nod told her
she was doing the right thing, and she continued to heal
Jesus’ “wound” during the first-aid demonstration put on
by the Monroe County Health Department. Jessica raised
her eyebrows in concentration, casually tossed a piece of
long, thick, brown hair over her shoulder, and finished
her procedure. Her warm brown eyes returned to their
half-moon shape as she directed her next smile towards
the audience. She reacted gratefully to the applause of her
peers who were impressed with a job well done.
Applause and optimism were commonplace around
the children enrolled in the Ida Migrant Program, a daycare in Temperance, Mich., providing recreation and
summer schooling to children of migrant farmworkers. I
have held various teaching and coaching positions with
many different groups of children, and never have I
encountered a group of children so warm, sincere, welcoming, and dedicated to the well-being and betterment
of themselves and their peers. Many were brothers, sisters, and cousins, but these relations were only revealed
by last name. Each took care of the other like a sibling.
My role at the daycare was that of an assistant
teacher. I taught along side Brad Roberts, a first grade
teacher in Ida, Mich. Roberts had a personal and encouraging teaching style which mixed well with the positive
attitudes of the children. The children attacked their studies in this encouraging atmosphere. They seemed to enjoy
the process of solving math problems and answering
reading comprehension questions. They took great satisfaction in completing their lessons, and were quick to
help their peers who may have been having difficulty
with the lessons or with the English language. What made
the children seem even more academically gifted was the
ease with which they switched between English and
Spanish. I found myself incredibly envious of their bilingual skills, and often became a student by asking for the
Spanish word for almost everything I read and saw.
Academic success was not the only idea encouraged
in the classroom. Determination towards continuing one’s
education was also a focus. Every class session began
with a song, with titles ranging from “We’re glad we’re
16

back to school,” to “School is a place where dreams come
true.” Along with lessons in math and reading, were discussions of each child’s dreams for his or her future.3
Jessica’s dream was to be a doctor. Seven-year-old
Julissa’s dream was to be a lifeguard; 9-year-old Josue’s
dream was to be a policeman. When asked how they
would achieve their dreams, the universal response was
to stay in school and study hard. Even children who
hoped to become professional athletes named education
as the means towards achieving their goals. I was pleased
with the children’s unanimous commitment to education,
but extremely dismayed when I learned about the current
educational policies affecting them.
The school year for these particular children starts in
Michigan and continues until the harvest season ends.
For some, this season lasts until the end of September,
and for others, it lasts until the snow falls in November or
December. When the season is over, some families move
to Texas, Florida, and Mexico, where the children enroll
in their “home schools.” Most of the children finish the
school year in these schools, but some migrate north
around Easter time. Reports from the Michigan schools
to the home schools attempt to inform the teachers at the
home schools of the childrens’ progress while in Michigan, but because the United States does not have a
national curriculum, the students start in a different place
in class every time they switch schools. Class is also
missed due to travel time. I learned these educational
policies from Roberts, but it was the children who taught
me what this broken-up schooling is really like.
Julissa doesn’t like returning to her Texas school
because of all the difficult standardized tests she has to
take. However, she had a tough time deciding which
school she liked better. She doesn’t like her Texas school
because of all the hard tests, but she doesn’t like her
Michigan school because the “kids who are not my color
call me stupid.” She says she would much rather stay in
one place than migrate. Though her summer work would
indicate otherwise, school is discouraging, according to
Julissa, but she plans to stay in it to achieve her dreams.
Jessica, the aspiring doctor, much prefers her Texas
school to her Michigan school. She described kids in her
Michigan school as “mean,” and said that in Texas things
are much different. Her friends are there, her teachers are
Mexican, and she is “average.” Like Julissa, Jessica plans
to stay in school and wants to go to college. Like Julissa,
Jessica would rather stay in one place than migrate.
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The determination of these children to stay in a
school system where they miss class, enter in the middle
of a school year, and are forced to feel like an “outsider”
is inspiring to me. I greatly admire the children’s commitment to attain an education. It is true that these children have never known any other system, but it is
inspiring that they would want to stay in one that seems
so easy to withdraw from. Reform is clearly needed in the
education of these migrant kids to decrease the high
dropout rate among migrant workers.
A recent proposal for educational reform is the
national curriculum. This technique is used in many other
countries to insure that all children learn the same material. On the surface, a national curriculum could benefit
children of migrant workers because it would allow them
to enter the classroom in either Michigan or Texas on the
same page as other students. The challenge in a national
curriculum is deciding what that curriculum would be.
Teaching one history to such a heterogeneous population would be quite difficult.
The student population in Temperance, Mich., is very
different from the student population in Weslaco, Texas,
as pointed out by Julissa and Jessica.
Whether students in these two different places should
learn the same material is the challenge of a national curriculum. It would be ideal for students all across the
country to learn as much about Pancho Villa and Cesar
Chavez as they do about George Washington and Benedict Arnold. I have strong doubts that, in a national curriculum, equal attention would be paid to Villa, Chavez,
Washington, and Arnold. Some things would be emphasized, and others would be glossed over. It seems unfair

to teach students all about Washington and Arnold while
depriving them of the knowledge of Villa and Chavez,
but it is also unfair to teach only of Villa and Chavez, and
ignore Washington and Arnold. It will be very difficult to
find a balance between these two, while still providing
students more than a general survey of history.
Changes clearly need to be made in the education of
children of migrant workers. These changes need to be
made not only for personal enrichment, but also to allow
these children to explore their options, and have an equal
opportunity at achieving their goals. Neither Jessica,
Julissa, nor Josue want to be migrant farm workers. It is
necessary that they are given the same opportunities as
other children to become what they choose.
Jennifer Mayman is a senior history major at the Univer sity of Michigan. She is focusing her studies on Latino and
Asian immigrant and migrant populations in this country. She
first became interested in this area from a class she took enti tled “Immigrants in the American Imagination.” This class
forced her to challenge her definition of “America,” and she is
still in search of her own definition.
She hopes to continue her studies at the graduate level,
and eventually work with the above mentioned populations in
public policy, education, or social welfare. She is originally
from the San Francisco Bay area.
Ed. Note — Additional information about Michigan’s
Migrant Education Program, and its policies and procedures,
can be found in the JSRI publication, CIFRAS 8, by Dr. Edgar
Leon and Dr. Mazin Heiderson. The publication, “Patterns
and Trends in Migrant Education,” is available by writing JSRI
or by visiting our web page at www.jsri.msu.edu.

Farmworker Health A Concern
The National Center for Farmworker Health (NCFH) is a national non-profit organization dedicated to improving the
health status of farmworker families. It provides technical assistance to Migrant Health Centers in the U.S. and Puerto
Rico and provides direct services to farmworkers through its “Call for Health” program. This service provides bilingual
(Spanish/English) health information and referral services for farmworkers. The toll free number, 1-800-377-9968 can be
reached by farmworkers from anywhere in the United States or Puerto Rico. Service hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Cen tral Standard time. At other times, calls are answered by a bilingual answering service. All calls are confidential.
NCFH recently organized the 7th Annual Midwest Farmworker Stream Forum, held in Indianapolis, Ind. The
Forum provided an opportunity to update those who provide health and social services to migrant and seasonal farm workers on a number of health and policy issues.
In the same venue, the National Advisory Council on Migrant Health took testimony from migrant farm workers and
those who work with them in preparation for its report to the Secretary of Health and Human Services. JSRI attended
these hearings in an observer status to gain background for its work in rural communities. Testimony made clear that
problems persist in many aspects of farmworkers lives, despite Federal programs implemented to address them.
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CALL FOR PAPERS
The Midwest Consortium for Latino Research 4th Conference/Roundtable Indiana University-Bloomington, is soliciting submissions for papers and panels. Topics discussed are in the following areas; Emerging Issues In Latino Studies:
Mid-west Focus. Public policy, health, education, new technologies, Latino studies, Latino Arts, Latino studies in the
mid-west, Latina feminism, rural-urban Latinos, Latino identity and diaspora. Round table topics include: The tenure
process, linking universities and communities, scholarship and activism, Latino mentoring, faculty-student recruitment
and retention, and university environment. Three hard copies of the proposal must be sent to the MCLR
Conference/Roundtable Committee, Midwest Consortium for Latino Research, 202 Paolucci Building, East-Lansing, MI
48824-1110. Proposals will be judged on the basis of overall quality. All proposals for panels and papers can be sent
immediately but, must be received no later than Nov. 1, 1997.
The National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies XXV Annual Conference, June 24-27, 1998. “Chicanos/as y Mexicanos/as Dos Comunidades Un Mismo Pueblo” seeks submission of papers for their Mexico City conference. The complete submission request consists of a 250 word abstract and a completed proposal form. Types of
panels: A collaborative research presentation by three or four members of the research team; a panel of paper presentations addressing common themes or otherwise complementary issues; a panel reporting on programs, teaching endeavors,
or relevant issues. Please type title of paper and/or panel proposed, name of affiliation of presenter(s). Return proposal
form to Prof. Julia Curry Rodriguez, Attn. NACCS ‘98 University of California, Department of Ethnic Studies, 506 Barrows Hall, Berkeley CA 94720-2570. For general conference information please call Kathryn Blackmer Reyes, Conference Site Coordinator (525) 550-8043.
The University of Houston’s Social Science Quarterly is soliciting original research reports from scholars in all social
science disciplines for its 1999 issue devoted to the topic of “Hispanics in America.” Articles should not exceed 30 double-spaced pages. Research notes should not exceed 18 double-spaced pages. Deadline for submission is April 1, 1998.
Direct manuscripts to: Prof. Robert Lineberry, Editor, Social Quarterly, Department of Political Science, University of
Houston, Houston TX 77204-3474.
The National Association of African American Studies and The National Association of Hispanic/Latino Studies are
requesting abstracts for their national conference Feb. 10-14, 1998 in Houston Texas. Send abstracts to Dr. Lemuel Berry,
Jr. Executive Director, NAAAS and NAHLS. Morehead State University, 212 Rader Hall, Morehead, KY 40351 -1689.
Abstracts not to exceed two pages, topic related to any aspect of African-American and/or Hispanic and Latino experience. Subjects may include, but are not limited to, literature, demographics, history, politics, economics, education, health
care, etc. Deadline for abstracts is Dec. 5, 1997. For additional information e-mail Marisa Rivera: marisa@iastate.edu.
The Journal of Borderland Studies is looking for high quality manuscripts on border issues. Work from any discipline
that illuminates border problems, characteristics, issues and realities in any part of the world is acceptable for manuscript
review. Inquiries and manuscripts should be sent to Joan B. Anderson, School of Business Administration, University of
San Diego, 5998 Alcala Park, San Diego, CA 92110. Please submit four copies of the manuscript and a cover letter identifying the author(s), institutional affiliation and academic rank, and the name, address, telephone, fax and e-mail of the
person responsible for contact with respect to the submitted article.
American Education Research Association (AERA). The Call for Proposals for the 1998 AERA Annual Meeting in
San Diego, Calif., on April 13-17, 1998, is now online at the AERAwebsite. To access, see http://aera.net, click “Annual
Meeting,” and you will see links to the 1998 Call for Proposals.
Essays are solicited for “Critical Approaches to Chicana and Chicano History: The next generation.” It’s a collection which remaps the fields of Chicana/o history by academics who went to graduate school in the 1980’s and 1990’s and
who are beginning to make their presence felt in the profession. Deadline for submission is Nov.1, 1997. Send to Montye Fuse, Department of English, Arizona State University, P.O. Box 870302, Tempe AZ 85287, or to Ron Lopez, Department of History, University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley CA 94720.
18

NEXO FALL 1997 VOL. VI NO. 1

CALL FOR PAPERS
Latin American Studies Association (LASA) requests submission of papers for the XXI International Congress September 24-26, 1998, Palmer House Hilton Hotel, Chicago Illinois. Overall theme of congress: “Social Justice: Past Experiences and Future Prospects.” Deadline for proposals is Nov. 1, 1997. Two hard copies must be sent to LASA 98
Department of Sociology, Box 571037, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 20057-1037. E-mail inquiries may be
sent to lasa98@gunet.georgetown.edu. For additional information visit LASA’s web site: http://www.pitt.edu/~lasa/.
Articles pertaining to: Theories of Ethnicity, Identity and Racial Formations, Latino Student Politics, Latino Activism
and Third World Politics, The Construction of Gender and a Gender Critique Among Latinos, The “Hispanic” Generation
and the Birth of an “Entrepreneurial Class” Among Latinos, Postmodern Latinos, the Construction of Migrant Experiences, and the Construction of Localized Community and Group Formation Identity sought. Submit articles by Dec. 1,
1997 to Managing Editor, Latin American Perspectives, P.O. Box 5703 Riverside, CA 92517-5703. Call (909) 787-5037
ext. 1571, or e-mail laps@mail.ucr.edu.
The Business Association of Latin American Scholars will be conducting its 1998 conference in South Padre Island,
Texas April 1-4, 1998, hosted by The University of Texas Pan-American. Those interested in submitting a paper for this
conference please refer to their web site: http://w3.panam.edu/~balas.
The Editorial Board of the Harvard Educational Review, in recognition of the 150th Anniversary of the signing of the
1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, is interested in publishing articles regarding historical and present day educational
challenges and issues faced by Chicanas/os. Topics of interest to the board include, but are not limited to: the historical
and current status of Chicana/os and education; the implications of mainstream systemic reform on Chicana/o education;
language and literacy acquisition; issues of race and ethnic identity; and the development of Chicano based-curricula.
Length of articles can range from three to 35 double-spaced manuscript pages. Authors are encouraged to submit their
manuscripts by Feb. 1, 1998. Send to: Harvard Educational Review, Attn. Chicana/o Education Committee, Gutman
Library Ste. 349, 6 Appian Way Cambridge, MA 02138.
Contemporary Educational Psychology, a research journal published by Academic Press since 1976, invites articles
exploring the application of psychological science to education. Articles and research of all types is encouraged including empirical research, discussion of theory, and reviews of the literature. Both quantitative and qualitative methodologies
are desired. Manuscripts should be submitted to the Editor, James M. Royer, Department of Psychology, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. For more information visit: http:/www.apnet.com/www/journal/ep.htm.

READING MATTER
Border Theory: The Limits of Cultural Politics. Edited by Scott Michaelsen and David E. Johnson. (ISBN: 0-81662962-5 (hardback); 0-8166-2963-3 (paper) University of Minnesota Press, 1997.) An anthology of scholarly work drawn from the fields of language studies, anthropology, and history – which critiques the terrain, limits, and possibilities of border theory.
The Terror of the Machine: Technology, Work, Gender, and Ecology on the U.S.-Mexico Border. By Devon G. Peña
(Center for Mexican American Studies, distributed by University of Texas Press; 460 pages; $45 hardcover, $19.95
paperback). A study of Mexico’s maquiladoras — foreign-owned assembly plants along the U.S.-Mexico border.
Ventana Abierta: Revista Latina de Literatura, Arte y Cultúra. A new Spanish language journal publishing articles,
essays, and reviews on the literature, art, and culture of the nation’s Latino communities. Published biannually, subscriptions are available by writing the Center for Chicano Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Department of Sociology at the University of California, Santa Barbara anticipates an Assistant Professor’s
opening in the department’s Race Ethnicity and Nations (REN) program. Subspecialties are open. Applicants whose
scholarship and teaching focuses on major racial/ethnic groups in the U.S., and/or issues of race and ethnicity should
send vita, letter of application, and three letters of reference to: Chair, REN Search Committee, Department of Sociology, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106-9430. Deadline is Nov. 15, 1997. EO/AA employer.
Chicano/a Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara invites applications for a tenure-track, Assistant Professor position. Preference is for Contemporary Chicano/Latino Political Issues and Contemporary Immigration Issues
in any discipline. Send dossiers, including a writing sample and three letters of recommendation, to: Dr. Francisco A.
Lomeli, Chair, Department of Chicano Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA93106. For additional information call: (805) 893-3012, by Dec. 1, 1997.
The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee invites nominations and applications for the position of Director of the
Roberto Hernandez Center for Latino Studies. Candidates should be scholar-teachers in the area of U.S. Latino Studies,
with substantial records of publication and professional service, and commitment to community involvement. Fluency
in Spanish is highly desirable. Application deadline is Jan. 9, 1998. Send inquiries to: Prof. Gregory Jay, Chair, Search
Committee, Roberto Hernandez Center, College of Letters and Science, University of Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI 53201.
Tenure-track position in Chicano Studies/Sociology. Ph.D. in Sociology, scholarship, and expertise in Chicano Studies,
knowledge of Chicano/Latino communities; interest in program and community building; one year’s teaching experience. Application review begins Jan. 15, 1998. Mail letter of interest, current vita, and three letters of recommendation
to: Hiring Committee, c/o Laurie Wermuth, Chair Department of Sociology and Social Work, California State University, Chico, Chico, CA 95929-0445.
The University of Oregon English Department seeks applications and nominations for a specialist in one or more ethnic literatures (especially African-American, Asian-American, Hispanic-American, or Native American) to be appointed
to the rank of Associate or Full Professor. Applicants should send a letter and c.v. by November 5 to: John Gage, English Department Head, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403-1286.
The Program in American Culture and the Program in Film and Video Studies are seeking authorization for a tenuretrack faculty appointment, rank open, in Latino film studies. Candidate should have a primary specialization in U.S.
film history or genre criticism with an emphasis on Latino film and issues of race and ethnicity. A Ph.D. is required, as
well as a record of substantial publication (for a tenure-track appointment). Submit a letter of interest, curriculum vitae,
list of references with phone numbers, and samples of written work to: Chair, Latino Film Studies Search Committee,
Program in American Culture, G410 Mason Hall, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1027.
Anthropology/Sociology/ and American Studies. Race and ethnicity. Joint appointment in two departments, with
expectation of teaching in both. Research and teaching should focus on the Asian-American or Hispanic-American
experiences. Submit CV, brief description of research and teaching interests, one or two samples of writing, and three
letters of reference by Dec. 31 to Jerry Himmelstein, Chair, Search Committee, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Box 2226, Amherst College, Amherst, MA 01002-5000.
Arizona State University seeks an Assistant Professor (tenure-track) for Chicano/a Studies in the area of sociology and
public policy. Ph.D. required with training in sociology, anthropology, psychology, or related social/behavioral science.
Qualifications also include evidence of teaching and research, a defined research agenda, and the ability to teach in family/urban studies, health, or immigration. Application deadline is Nov. 24. Send letter of application, indicating teaching and research interests, and three letters of recommendation to: Edward Escobar, Dept. of Chicana/o Studies, Arizona
State University, P.O. Box 972002, Tempe, AZ 85287-2002. AA/EOE
20
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FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS
The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars awards approximately 35 fellowships annually in an international competition to individuals with outstanding project proposals representing the entire range of scholarship, with
a strong emphasis on the humanities and social sciences. The Center especially welcomes projects that transcend narrow specialties. Further information and application forms may be obtained from: The Fellowships Office, Woodrow
Wilson Center, 1000 Jefferson Drive, S.W. SI MRC022 Washington, DC 20560. E-mail wcfellow@sivm.si.edu Fax
(202) 357-4439 Phone (202) 357-284. URL http://wwics.si.edu
NALEO Educational Fund announces its1998 summer legislative intern program. The National Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Officials, Educational Fund and Shell Oil Company, have begun a nationwide search for qualified Latino college and university students interested in an intensive summer legislative internship program. Applications must be received by 5 p.m. PST Friday Feb. 27, 1998. Applications and program information are available at
http://www.naleo.org or by writing to NALEO SLIP Program, 5800 S. Eastern Ave. Ste. 365, Los Angeles, CA 90040.
The American Sociological Association’s (ASA) Minority Fellowship Program (MFP) announces its competition for
the pre-doctoral fellowship training program for the 1998-99 academic year. The MFP is intended for minority students
who are applying or have been accepted into doctoral programs in sociology and have substantial academic and research
interests in the sociology of mental health. One or two General Sociology Fellowships will be awarded. For application forms and details contact: The American Sociological Association Minority Fellowship Program, 1722 N. Street,
NW Washington, DC 20036 (202) 833-3410 ext. 322 FAX (202) 785-0146, e-mail minority.affairs@asanet.org
National Institute of Mental Health Minority Dissertation Grants for students in an accredited doctoral degree program in the behavioral, biomedical, or social sciences. Minority applicants who are conducting or intend to conduct
research on any problem related to mental health or mental disorders may apply. NIMH anticipates funding up to 25
Minority Dissertation Grants. The application deadline is Dec. 13. Potential applicants should contact NIMH staff
regarding current program priorities before applying for a grant. Program Announcements can be obtained directly from
the NIMH FAX4U line by calling (301) 443-5158, and request the Program Announcement: PAR 940053.
Social Science Research Council, Fellowships and Grants for Training and Research. 810 Seventh Avenue New York,
NY 10019. (212) 377-2700 fax (212) 377-2727. Web: http://www.ssrc.org
Public Policy and International Affairs (PPIA) Fellowship Program. Educational fellowships for people of color in
public service for a changing nation and world. Contact PPIA to place your name on the distribution list. The Academy
for Educational Development (AED) serves as Administration for the PPIAFellowship Program: AED, 1875 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20009-1202. Phone: 1-800-613-PPIA (7742). Web site, http://www.aed.org/ppia
National Physical Science Consortium (NPSC) for Graduate Degrees offers graduate fellowship program for underrepresented minorities (Black, Hispanic, or Native American) and women in the physical sciences (astronomy, chemistry, computer science, geology, material science, mathematics, or physics). Fellows will pursue graduate degrees (both
MS and Ph.D. levels) in the physical sciences. For more information visit: http://web.fie.com.
The Ford Foundation is offering approximately 50 Pre-doctoral Fellowships and 29 Dissertation Fellowships for
Minorities. Awards will be made for study in research-based doctoral programs and selected academic disciplines that
will lead to careers in teaching and research at the university or college level. Deadline for all applicants is Nov. 15,
1997. For more information, see: http://fellowships.nas.edu.
Five College Consortium in Western Massachusetts offers a fellowship of $25,000 to a minority scholar to complete a
dissertation. For information and application materials contact: Carol Angus, Five College Fellowship Program Committee, 97 Spring Street, Amherst, MA 01002-2324 or call (413) 256-8316.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DATA BYTES

Third Annual Conference on Emerging Literature of
the Southwest, Nov. 7-9, 1997. University of Texas, El
Paso. This conference provides a forum for discussion of
issues relevant to multi-cultural literature of the Southwest, including regional, Native-American, Chicano,
Mexican, and International writings. For information
write to: Conference Services Professional and Continuing Education University of Texas, El Paso, 500 W. University, El Paso, TX 79968-0602 or call (915) 747-5142.

• In March 1996, 9% of Hispanic teens aged 16-17 were not
in school and not working; this compares to 4% of non-His panic White and 6% of Black in that category (Black-White dif ference not statistically significant). In that same period, 6% of
Hispanic 16-17 year old females had given birth to and were
living with one or more children; this compares to 9% of Black
girls and 1% of White girls in that category (Black-Hispanic dif ference not statistically significant). (Census Brief, America’s
Children at Risk, September 1997.)

Charting the Course of the Puerto Rican Community
for the Next Millennium, Nov. 12-14 at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, New York City, 20th Anniversary celebration.
Public policy forums: Welfare Reform and State Implementation Plans, Managed Care and Our Health,
HIV/AIDS, Charter schools in Education, Housing and
Economic Development. Special activities: Bell Atlantic
Virtual Not for Profit Training Institute, Young Puerto
Rican/Latino Leadership Forum, Culture. For more
information call (202) 223-3915.
XVI Conferencia Mundial de Promoción de la Salud
y Educación para la Salud. World Conference on Health
and Promotion and Health Education June 21-26, 1998,
Caribe Hilton Hotel and Expo Center, San Juan, Puerto
Rico. For registration info, write: Secretariat, XVI World
Conference, P.O. Box 365067, San Juan, Puerto Rico
00936-5067, or e-mail: hir_arroyo@rcmaca.upr.clu.edu.
The Border Academy is an intense 2-week program
that will examine the political, economic, and social
issues shaping present-day life on the border. Fifty people will be selected to participate June 21-July 4, 1998.
For more information contact the University of Arizona
Mexican American Studies and Research Center by telephone (520) 621-7551, or e-mail: ttg@u.arizona.edu.
An interdisciplinary conference, Constructing
Latina/Latino Studies: Location and Dislocation, will be
held April 2-3, 1998 at the University of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign. Speakers and participants will analyze the
construction of universities’ Latino/a studies programs
beginning in the 1960’s. The conference will examine
how scholarship and traditional teachings are affected by
new trends, issues, and developments. For more info,
write: Latina/o Studies Program, University of Illinois,
510 E. Chalmers, Champaign, IL 61920.
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• Between the years 2000 and 2020, projections are that the
number of Hispanic 14-17 year olds will increase 61%, as
compared to an increase of 20% for Black children and a
decrease of more than 10% for White children. In the same
period, Hispanic 5-13 year olds will increase 47%, as com pared to an increase of 15% for Black children and a decrease
of more than 11% for White children. (The Condition of Edu cation 1997: The Social Context of Education, National Center
for Education Statistics, July 1997.)
• Of Hispanic drop-outs aged 16-24 in October 1995, more
than 46% were foreign-born; 18% were U. S. born. Among all
youth in that age group, the status drop-out rate for immigrants
was almost three times that of the native born (29% vs. 10%).
However, if the immigrants in that age category who never
enrolled in U. S. schools are excluded, the rate falls to slightly
less than 20%. This compares to a status drop-out rate of
12.1% for Blacks and 8.6% for Whites. (The National Center for
Education Statistics, Dropout Rates in the United States: 1995,
August 1997.)
• In 1994, only 20.2% of Hispanics 21 years of age or older
voted for any office or issue; 47.3% of White and 37.1% of
Blacks did so. Only 31.3% of voting age Hispanics registered
to vote; 64.6% of White and 58.5% of Blacks did so. (U.S.
Bureau of the Census Data, August 1996.)
• Although family poverty decreased somewhat for Hispan ics between 1995 and 1996, they were still more likely to be
poor than any other group. While 8.6% of White families were
poor in 1996, 26.1% of Black and 26.4% of Hispanic families
are. Of married couple families, 18% of Hispanic families were
poor, compared to 9.1% of Black families and 5.1% of White
families. ( U.S. Bureau of the Census, Poverty 1996 Data.)
• Of cities with 200,000 or more population, those with the
highest percentage of Latinos are: El Paso, Texas (69%); Santa
Ana, Calif. (65.2%); Miami, Fla. (62.5%); San Antonio, Texas
(55.6%); and Corpus Christi, Texas (50.4%). In terms of
absolute numbers of Latinos, New York ranks first, followed by
Los Angeles, Chicago, San Antonio, and Philadelphia. (U.S.
Bureau of the Census, 1990 Census Data)
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NEWS YOU CAN USE
Census Bureau Product Combines Local Data from 12
PopularProducts on Single Disk. For the first time, the Census Bureau will assemble, upon request, on a single CDROM,virtually all its demographic, economic and mapping
information for any of the nation’s 3,140 counties. The product, called CountyScope, provides data from 12 leading Census Bureau products for the specified county, as well as its
sub-county areas, such as cities, census tracts, block groups,
blocks and zip code areas. For additional information contact
the Census Bureau’s Information Office at (301) 457-3030 or
Fax to (301) 457-3670
CSAP Cultural Competence Series: A Hispanic/Latino
Family Approach to Substance Abuse Prevention. This
monograph examines issues of the Hispanic/Latino family,
culture and society as they relate to the design and evaluation
of substance abuse prevention programs. It recognizes the role
family and culture play in prevention and describes several
model programs. To order a publication, contact the National
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information, P.O. Box
2345, Rockville, MD 20847-2345 or call: 1-800-729-6686.
Good News About SSI For Legal Immigrants. The SSI
welfare reform law has been changed. Legal Immigrants who
were receiving SSI on Aug. 22, 1996, will continue to receive
SSI payments. A notice will be sent to all affected recipients.
Refugees, asylees and individuals whose deportation has been
withheld can be eligible for SSI for up to seven years. Previously, the time limit was five years. If your immigrant status
changes, contact Social Security. Certain legal immigrants
who were residing in the United States on Aug. 22, 1996, and
who are blind or disabled are eligible for SSI. This eligibility
will be regardless of age or the date their disability or blindness began. For more information about SSI eligibility rules,
call Social Security toll-free at: 1-800-772-1213, or contact
your Social Security Office.

Leave Your Mark on the Web
When visiting JSRI’s web pages (www.jsri.msu.edu),
please take a minute to “sign” our guest book.
This will automatically place you on our mailing list so you can receive updated information and our NEXO newsletter.
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Information on the
World
Wide
Web
JSRI Home Page. The latest updates, publications, and
info from the Midwest’s premier Latino research center.
This site is continually updated to include local events and
recent releases of interest, as well as other web links.
http://www.jsri.msu.edu
El Centro de la Raza. The web site of the Latino/Chicano, community-based Civil Rights Organization. Discover the group’s origins and its six principles of
non-violence. Current issues affecting the Latino/Chicano
community are presented.
http://www.cyberspace.com/~elcentro/
National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights.
The National Network is composed of community-based,
religious, civic, and labor organizations. Legislative
updates, news, and useful web links about immigration are
provided.
http://www.nnirr.org/
United Farm Workers. This site reveals the people associated with the UFW’s rich history, including Cesar
Chavez. The site also tackles current issues.
http://www.latinoweb.com/UFW
Impacto 2000 Bookmarks. A website of ever-changing
links to other Latino/Chicano web pages. Some research
links.
http://serve.com/impacto/links.html
Minority On-Line Info Serve. A ground-breaking
online database of 164 minority institutions.
http://web.fie.com/com/web/mol
NALEO Educational Fund. Aleading organization that
empowers Latinos to participate fully in the political
process, from citizenship to public service.
http://www.naleo.org
IUPLR has changed its web address. Their homepage is now located at http://iuplr.utexas.edu
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