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Special Presentation on  

GRPS Hispanic Student Population 
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Student Population 

• 3rd Largest School District in Michigan 
• 19,040* total students  

– 72+ countries represented; 44+ languages spoken 
– 86% free/reduce lunch; 25% special ed eligible 
 

• 6,071 Hispanic students (32%) 
– 3,064 English Language Learners** (16%) 
– 5,743 Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch (95%) 
– 1,040 Eligible for Special Education Services (18%) 

• 104 Migrant students**  
 

* Please note that the above data is based on the 2010-2011 Head Count Report 

** As of 2/18/11 

 



5 Year Enrollment by Ethnicity 
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White AfroAmerican Hispanic/Latino 

2010 -11 22.6% 36.93% 31.89% 

2009 -10 23.34% 40.74% 30.5% 

2008 -09 24.04% 43.17% 29.83% 

2007-08 23.63% 44.26% 29.24% 

2006-07 24.01 44.37% 28.59% 



4 

Student Population 
Hispanic/Latino by Grade 
PK0 – 4    4 – 497  
PK1 – 24   5 – 452 
PK2 – 55   6 - 378 
PK3 – 57   7 - 371 
PK4 – 240   8 - 383 
K – 727   9 - 451 
1 – 602   10 -345 
2 -565   11 - 225 
3- 499   12 - 196 
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Student Population 
% Hispanic/Latino by School 

 

SCHOOL   TOT POP HISPANIC % 
 
• Buchanan Elementary   543  474             87.29%  
• Burton Elementary   454  393             86.56% 
• Adelante    116  66             56.90% 
• Cesar E. Chavez Elementary  457                        388             84.90% 
• SW Community Campus  706  603             85.41% 
• Burton Middle School   449  345             76.84% 
• Sibley Elementary   545  312             57.25% 
• Central High School   554  227             40.97% 
• Westwood Middle School  481  231             48.02% 
• Harrison K8 School   890  443             49.78% 
• Central Pinnacle   33  17              51.52% 
• Union High School   1098  517              47.09% 
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English Language Services 

• Bilingual Dual Immersion —  
 This model assures proficiency (builds high 

levels of skill or competence) in two 
languages. Instruction is given in both 
English and Spanish in classrooms that 
typically have half native English speakers and 
half native Spanish speakers. 



7 

English Language Services 

• English as a Second Language — (ESL) 
 This program uses special methods and special 

curriculum to teach English to students whose 
native language is not English. Listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, study skills, vocabulary and 
cultural orientation (information related to native 
English language speakers) is provided. ESL 
instruction is usually in English supported by the 
student's native language if possible.  
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English Language Services 

• Language Centers (17 total) –  
 The Grand Rapids Public School has a total of 28 

elementary schools; nine that provide an ESL Model, 
three Bilingual Transitional Programs and one K-8 Dual 
Language Immersion Program. There are a total of five 
Language Service Sites for Middle School; five provide 
ESL instruction. There is one high school providing 
language services as well. A Newcomers Program is 
available for students enrolling for the first time in U.S. 
schools at the high school level.  
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Academic Achievement 

• Five Consecutive Years of Academic Gains: 
 

– Since 2006, GRPS has nearly doubled the number of 
schools meeting AYP up from 26 to 49 today – just 8 
schools shy of every school in the district meeting AYP 
 

– Since 2006, GRPS has nearly quadrupled the number of 
schools earning a ―B‖ grade or better on Michigan 
Education Yes Report 
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Academic Achievement 
• Language Centers – 16 of 17 meeting AYP 

– Brookside Elementary (AYP; increased EdYes from C to B) 
– Buchanan Elementary (AYP) 
– Burton Elementary (AYP) 
– Burton Middle (AYP) 
– Congress Elementary (AYP) 
– Dickinson Elementary (AYP) 
– Gerald R. Ford Middle (AYP; increased EdYes from D- to C) 
– Cesar E. Chavez Elemetnary (AYP) 
– Harrison Park K8 School (AYP) 
– Mulick Park Elementary (AYP) 
– Palmer Elementary (AYP) 
– Riverside Middle (AYP) 
– Sherwood Park Global Studies Academy (AYP) 
– Sibley Elementary (AYP; increased EdYes from C to B) 
– Southwest Community Campus (AYP) 
– Union High School (increased EdYes from D- to C) 
– Westwood Middle School (AYP) 
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Academic Achievement 

• Graduation Rate 52% (as calculated by state) 
– 76% Comprehensive High Schools 
– 33% Alternative Schools 
 

• Graduation Rate by Comprehensive HS 
– Central 70% 
– City 95% 
– Creston 78% 
– Ottawa 83% 
– Union 71% 
 



Graduation Rate by Ethnicity 
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White Afr American Hispanic/Latino 

2010 4 Year 58.1% 44.5% 48.2% 

2009 4 Year 56.9% 52.4% 41.9% 

2008 4 Year 55.4% 52.9% 47.3% 

White Afr American Hispanic/Latino 

2010 4 Year 15.8% 21.9% 33.6% 

2009 4 Year 22.5% 17.8% 30.3% 

2008 4 Year 24.1% 26.7% 36.5% 

Drop Out Rate by Ethnicity 
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