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Purpose of the Study

* Identify patterns of The Settlement Process* of Latinos/as in
Lansing:

— Settling Out - factors that contributed to leaving the migrant
lifestyle.

— Settling Down- factors that influenced where they settled (i.e.:
social networks and kinship connections).

— Settling IN - factors that influenced their participation in secondary
organizations (outside of the family).

* Settlement frameworks (Provinzano, 1974, Piore, 1986; Massey,
1986; Logan, 1991; Green, 1994)

e This presentation includes the preliminary findings from 4 of 18 oral
history interviews completed so far in this ongoing research project.




Oral History...

“The systematic collection of I|V|ng people's testimony
about their own experiences.” (Moyer, 1999).

The process of analysis that follow includes locating the
histories in their appropriate context by corroborating the
facts and analyzing the data. (Moyer, 1999).

Another piece of our project is concerned with the
collection of historical records from participants, such as
photographs, certificates, pamphlets from Latino past
organizations developed in the area, etc.

These materials are becoming part of the JSRI museum
collection, helping to document the contributions of
Latinos/as to this community.



Participants

e Senior Latinos/as residing in the area of
Lansing, Ingham County (n=18).

* Ages between 57-89 years of age.
e 9 females, 9 males.
* Majority were migrant workers.

 Mexican, Mexican-American (Tejanos),
and from other Latin-American countries.
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Method
 Design: Narrative Study.

e Recruitment:

— Key Informants (community leaders access to
social groups and organizations).

— Snowball sampling (trust).
— Self-selecting sample (volunteered).

 Data Collection procedures: Oral history
Interviews and collection of artifacts.

— One-on-one interviews, minimum: 2 hours long,
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Method (Cont. )

e Criteria: purposive sample (50 year or older/ at
least 3 years living in MI).

e Data Analysis: Inductive/Deductive inquiry.

* Interviewer/researcher location: shared
ethnicity, educational attainment, migration
status, age, outsider/insider.
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Preliminary Sample Description

e 2 females and 2 males:

— 1 female and 2 males are former migrant workers
(Rosa, Felipe, and Carlos)*.

— 1 female emigrated from TX to Ml, but not as a
migrant worker (Dora)*.

* Real names were replaced with Pseudonyms to protect
participants’ privacy.




Demographics
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What did we asked?

« Open ended Interview guide with a total of 51 questions
(no. of questions varied according to being a migrant
worker or not). The guide was divided in 3 basic phases:

Settling out:
« How was your life as a migrant worker?
 How did you happen to come to live in MI?

Settling in:
 What where your early experiences in MI?

Settling out:
« At what point did you became active in church, politics,




Results

 The Migrant Lifestyle:

— Common experiences:

» Life of hardship: “Los trabajos were too difficult, you suffer riding in
the back of the trucks.” “We didn’'t have bathrooms.” —Felipe

 Constant mobility: “[My grandparents] followed the crops every year
for 9 months.” —Carlos

e School interrupted: “[My parents didn't let me] go to school until
the harvesting season ended”. —Felipe

— Contrasting experience:
e Enjoyment: “We liked traveling and working on la labor. We made it




Results

Settling out:

— Common experiences:

» Social networks were essential “I knew of a family that came
and lived in Lansing, he worked for GM. So | came looking for
him.” — Carlos

» Factory work, railroad (language skills/education). “Because |
didn’t had enough education, | went to [factory name]”, they pay
you well. —Carlos.

— Contrasting experiences:

Smoother transition: “We (participant and his parents) came with
everything set up because my brothers already had a house, a




Results
o Settling out:

— Common experiences:
— Reasons for leaving the migrant stream:

 Improve their quality of life: “We were real poor. We
had no insurance, no benefit, nothing.” —Carlos

— Psychological detachment from the migrant stream:

- “When | was 18 years-old, | was able to apply for a job by
myself. Then | said: “Yo me salgo” (I'll leave [the migrant

stream]) —Felipe.

- “When | was 16 years-old | said: | don’t want to do this.
This is not for me. | wanna do something different.

'-“



Results

e Settling out:
A Contrasting experience:

— [Due to my husband’s infidelity] | decided to
separate from him. That is why | came here.
Then my son got an operation here. When |
came to Lansing | was disabled (back lesion). |
received disability and had to stop working. It’s
sad. | didn’t really came to stay, but | ended up
staying here up until today. —Rosa.
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Results

Settling down: Common experiences:

Pioneers: “When | first came there weren’'t many Latinos” — Carlos & Dora.

Why Lansing?: “Lansing is a good city to live in. Compared to Detroit and
Flint, is more peaceful here.” —Carlos

Role of social/religious organizations: “l started feeling more as part of
the community when | was invited to the church” —Rosa

Acculturation: “All my children were born in Ml. First, they don’t speak
Spanish. | told them: “You have to speak both languages. Spanish is your
language too.” —Carlos

Language barriers (English with other non-Latino/a): “I don’t know why
these gringos don’t understand what | am saying!” -Felipe. “l taught
myself English by reading the [Lansing] State Journal” —Carlos.




Results

e Sefttling down:
— Contrasting experiences:

-Language barriers (English with other Latinos/as) “Many people that
know Spanish speak to you in English.” —Rosa.

-“A lo hecho ya”: “We (participant and his parents) came with
everything set up because my brothers already had a house, a car,
and spoke English” —Felipe.

-Experiences of discrimination: “We haven’t feel any marked
discrimination over here [like the one] | have seen in Texas” -Dora




e Settling In: Results

— Common experiences:

-Leadership role: “l was very much involved in many things with
people, the beginning of Lansing with the Mexican people.” —Dora.

— Expanded social network: “The only way in which one can help
our people is to get into politics, get in the newspapers, get into
the radio.” —Felipe.

— Giving back to the community: | left my job, | thought about the
opportunity, and the fact that | could do more for our people [as a
NPO manager].” —Felipe.

— Contrasting experience:

position] , but | didn’t wanted to. It's too time-co
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Research Challenges

« Careful historic review of the facts and the
context of migrant workers and the background
of Latinos/as in Michigan.

* The abstract nature of the oral histories allow to
explore people’s idiosyncratic experiences in
their particular context and at a specific time
(Portelli, 1991).
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Discussion

* In the process of restorying (Creswell, 2007) the field text
from the interviews we discovered that:

— Settlement process is an overlapping process that
develops in a upward spiral, in a circular fashion.

— Starts from an individual/family (tight social network)
level and develops into a community level (expanded
social network), as the individual/family integrates to
her/his settlement context.




Conclusions

* The settlement process of Latino/a migrant
workers in Lansing can be understood using

the Settlement PhaseS MOdEI (Provinzano, 1974, Piore,
1986; Massey, 1986; Logan, 1991; Green, 1994)

— Settling out (Estableciéndose fuera),
— Settling down (Estableciendose en la vecindad),
—and Settling in (Estableciéndose en la




Conclusions (cont.)

Within this 3-phase process we find diversity in terms of:

— Settling out: different reasons leaving the migrant
stream (shaped by context, family, by chance,
unexpected life events).

— Settling down: common and contrasting challenges
and opportunities when settling down.
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