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37,000,000 Foreign Born
57% Have yet to Naturalizey

32% Lack Authorization

How big of an issue is it?

Little systematic research on the civic 
implications of documentation and p

naturalization status 



Who becomes civically 
engaged?engaged?

•Migrant Stats

•Socio Economic Status

•Geographic Context



The SampleThe Sample

A two wave panel survey

Conducted in September 2008

N=1,112

633 in San Antonio

590 in North–central Indiana 



Immigrant StatusImmigrant Status

Indiana San Antonio



Does Time 
Spent in the 
US Matter?



Time Spent in the US by 
Locality and by StatusLocality and by Status

Indiana San Antonio



Does Age 
Matter?Matter?



Age by Locality and by 
StatusStatus

Indiana San Antonio



Does 
Education 
Matter?



Education by Locality and by 
StatusStatus

Indiana San Antonio



Does Affluence 
Matter?a e



Affluence by Locality and by 
StatusStatus

Indiana San Antonio



Does 
Speaking p g
Spanish at 

Home Matter?Home Matter?



Spanish Spoken at Home by 
Locality and by StatusLocality and by Status

Indiana San Antonio



Does Gender 
M tt ?Matter?



Gender by Locality and by 
StatusStatus

Indiana San Antonio



Interest in US 
PoliticsPolitics



Interest in US PoliticsInterest in US Politics



How Often doHow Often do 
you Talk About 

US PoliticsUS Politics



How Often do you Talk About 
US PoliticsUS Politics



Evaluation of 
AmericansAmericans



Evaluations of AmericansEvaluations of Americans



Identifying as 
an American oran American or 

Mexican 
AmericanAmerican



Identifying as a American or 
Mexican AmericanMexican American 



Identifying as a American or 
Mexican American (Indiana)Mexican American (Indiana)



Identifying as a American or Mexican 
American (San Antonio)American (San Antonio)



ConclusionsConclusions

These results suggest that legal status –
whether an immigrant is a naturalized 
citizen, a noncitizen with residency papers, 
or undocumented – has only modest 
effects on civic engagement.  Interestingly, 
the same can be said for regional context. 
Indiana-based Mexicans have as much 
potential for civic inclusion as their 
counterparts in Texas. 


