


When wordWhen word

The discourse 
immigrants in Ma

ds matter:ds matter:

about Latino 
arshalltown, IA

Cl di M P d MClaudia M. Prado-Meza

Sustainable Agriculture

Iowa State University

cmprado@iastate educmprado@iastate.edu
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90 people were arrested90 people were arrested
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Latino community in
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 The analysis is focu
immigration issuesimmigration issues 
occurred on Decem
change in the first schange in the first s
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sion of the Anglo and thesion of the Anglo and the 
n Marshalltown, IA?

ditorials and letters to the 
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used on Latinos and 
six months before the raidsix months before the raid 

mber 12, 2006 and its 
six months after the raidsix months after the raid. 



About MarAbout Mar
Meatpacking town Meatpacking town

 In 1990, there were
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25,178. 
 They were just ove

I 2007 th t t l In 2007, the total po
25,815 and the esti
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rshalltownrshalltown

e 291 Hispanics in 
h had a total population of 
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l ti ti t d topulation was estimated at 
mated Latino population 

nt of the total. 



The TimesThe Times-
86 4% of Iowa adults re 86.4% of Iowa adults re
73% are subscribed to 

 A circulation of approxi
 A readership of 20 378 A readership of 20,378 

Newspaper Association
Di t ib t d i th Distributed in more than
of its sales occur in the
(Dedman, B. and Step Doig, S., June 2005).

RepublicanRepublican
ead a local newspaperead a local newspaper, 
their local newspaper. 
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n, INA 2009).
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Edit i l d l tt t Editorials and letters to
accessed through the n
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2007- were scanned to2007 were scanned to
immigration. 
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th dito the editor were 
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identify items relating to identify items relating to 



Letters to th
edito

 Editorials and letters t Editorials and letters t
chosen as the primary

– The sections whe
newspaper can s

– They reflect opini

he editor and 
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y data of analysis.
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 Letters to the editor is
readers have the opporeaders have the oppo
opinions about topics 

 Among the best read 
newspaper, Rystrom (1983), Stonecipp p ,

 Influence public policy

the Editorthe Editor

s the section where 
ortunity to share theirortunity to share their 
of the day.
sections of a 
pher (1979), Spencer (1924), and Macdougall (1973) 

y, Ede (1984) and Habel (2006)
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author, they could be c
view of the entire editorview of the entire editor

orialsorials

l tt t thpurpose as letters to the 
by the editorial board or 

t signed by a specifict signed by a specific 
onsidered as the point of 
rial staffrial staff.



The disThe dis

Three different categor Three different categor
 Legalist, where the auth

maintaining the law and or
community;

Pluralist a thors see c Pluralist, authors see c
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Discourse After the raid
Before the 
raidDiscourse After the raid

Legalist 2 0
Pragmatist 1 3

raid

Pragmatist 1 3
Pluralist 0 1
Total

3 4

Total 
editorials 
analyzed

Congress is considering a bill that would
keep local and state police out of thep p
illegal immigration issue. It would be one
thing if the federal immigration agencies
were effective in dealing with illegal
i i t b t id i th i t kimmigrants, but considering their track
record, we think any limit on law
enforcement involvement in the illegal
immigration issue would be a big mistake

Before the raid, July 21, 2006

immigration issue would be a big mistake.



Editorials afEditorials affter the raidfter the raid
 We think Hispanic community 

leaders our mayor city councilleaders, our mayor, city council 
members, the board of 
supervisors, the school 
superintendent Swift officialssuperintendent, Swift officials, 
chamber of commerce leaders, 
MEDIC members and church 
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common sense policy that will 
keep families together, provide
needed workers for businesses 
and eliminate senseless raids thatand eliminate senseless raids that 
accomplish nothing.

December 20, 2006. A week after 
the raid
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Letters to 
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opportunity to be 
more vocal about 
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immigration.
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letters wereletters were 
published.

the editor
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Th di f th t The discourse of the ta
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01/03/2007 I think the go ernor o 01/03/2007.   I think the governor o
the border. -Borderline

 01/05/2007. It’s about time the gov01/05/2007.  It s about time the gov
people and gets people who are st
Government

01/05/2007 I thi k th t 01/05/2007. I think the government
here are automatically citizens. - K
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besides arresting hardworking fam
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dnew documents.-
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vernment does something for thevernment does something for the 
tealing identities. - Kudos to 

t h ld h th l kid bt should change the law so kids born 
Kid supporter

ent have bigger things to worry aboutent have bigger things to worry about 
milies? - Upset

they can return in a few days with 
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Alth h th i Although there was an in
of discourses, we found 
h d bi i thhad a bigger increase th
pragmatist views, but wh
taken out the change wataken out, the change wa

 Given that the legalist d
immigrants to their legal 
situation contributes to th
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